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A recent portrait of the author 


Helping pick up the litter in a Seoul suburb as part of the campaign for 
the conservation of nature (October 28, 1978) 


Presenting an award to a winning entrant in a student oratorical con- ; P ne 
ny : Honoring exemplary members during the inauguration of a New Spirit 

test for the New Spirit (Sejong Cultural Center Annex, November 26, di esahs : “ 
organization at Ulsan Industrial Estate (Hyundai Group amphitheater, 


1977) June 19, 1978) 


Mingling casually with student representatives following the 
inauguration of the Middle-High School and College Student Federation 
for a New Spirit (Sejong Cultural Center, November 26, 1978) 


Saying good-bye after the inauguration of the Middle and High School 


Student Federation for a New Spirit in Kyonggi Province (Sonin Gym- 


nasium, Inchon, September 17, 1978) . 
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Receiving representatives of fifteen uddhis ae 
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the Campaign for a New Spirit (April 27, 1978) groups participating in 


A friendly chat with patients during a visit to the Hospital of Oriental 


Medicine for Old People (November 24, 1978) 
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At a New Spirit rally in North Kyong’ovince (Kyongbuk Gymnasium, May 11, 1977) 


Attending a tea for bus con- i 


ductresses after the inauguration of 
the Auto-Workers Organization for 
the Néw Spirit Movement (Novem- 


ber 20, 1978) 


Addressing a group of women 
workers after a New Spirit rally at 
Kumi Industrial Estate (October 6, 


1978) 
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Presenting Saemaum flags at the inauguration of the Middle and High i At the inauguration of the Middle-High School and College Student 
School Student Federation for a New Spirit in South Cholla Province ederation for a New Spirit (Sejong Cultural Center, November 26, 1978) 
(Mudung Gymnasium in Kwangju, October 27, 1978) 
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; : : : “ . At the inauguration of a New Spirit organization at Korea Export In- 
With students taking an oath during the inauguration of the Middle Wustry Estatel(duned,1978) 


and High School Student Federation for a New Spirit (Sonin Gym- 
nasium, Inchon, September 11, 1978) 
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Waving to cheering citizens at a New Spirit rally in North Chungchong 


Province (Chungbuk Gymnasium, October 28, 1977) 
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| [3g 
Responding to well-wishers at the inauguration of the Middle and High 
School Student Federation for a New Spirit in North Cholla Province 
(Chonju Gymnasium, November 10, 1978) 


On Loyalty 


Spring is a time of new life, a time when growing 
things put out new shoots and come into flower. The 
Campaign for a New Spirit is a spiritual spring, 
dedicated to bringing into flower the traditional virtues 
of chung (loyalty, %) and hyo (filial piety, # ). 

Chung and hyo are virtues which were painstakingly 
molded and polished by our ancestors during the long 
span of the centuries, and subsequently handed down 
to us today as their dearest possessions. Memorials to 
dutiful sons and daughters dot the countryside and 
beautiful stories illustrating filial piety abound in 
classical literature. These examples have served to im- 
plant a sincere appreciation of traditional virtue in our 
hearts. The roots of traditional virtue remain firm 
today, providing a foundation for our spiritual cam- 
paign. 

Many of our forefathers laid down their lives for this 
country. Whenever we visit the Tomb of the 700 
Righteous Martyrs or the National Cemetery we offer a 
silent prayer, recalling the patriot dead who made 
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possible what we have today through their sacrifica 
Inevitably we ask ourselves: “Why did they give thei, 
lives for their country?” They were no doubt inspired 
by the hope that the succeeding generations woulq 
make Korea a land of blessing. They gave their lives fo, 
national integrity and national construction. The 
sacrifices of these patriots are the roots from which this 
spiritual campaign has grown. Where else could we 
hope to find a spiritual motivation strong enough to 
ward off the onslaught of materialism, a disease go 
prevalent in society today? 

There is an old saying that ‘‘even a bushel of jade will 
not be treasured unless the stones are strung 
together.” This suggests that even valuable materials 
will not be treasured unless they are presented in a ser- 
viceable way. It follows that the spiritual legacy of 
chung and hyo will be of no use to us today unless we 
rightly understand the meaning of loyalty and filial 
piety and apply these concepts to practical living. 

The character chung frequently catches our eye in 
newspapers and on the street. This is probably a sign 
that loyalty to the state is an imperative which is con- 
stantly in our minds. This is a useful starting point for 
us to ponder on the nature of chung and hyoand to con- 
sider how these virtues may be translated into action 
within the framework of the Campaign for a New Spirit. 

Chung is traditionally interpreted as giving one’s 
whole heart and soul to the performance of duty. This is 
a clear statement of how best we can work for our coun- 
try. The person who does his or her best in everything 
makes the greatest contribution to the state. Such a 
Person 1s ready in peace or in war to do what is 
16 


On Loyalty 


necessary, even if the ultimate sacrifice is demanded. 

Today in Korea we are devoting all our energy to 
building an advanced nation. An advanced nation in 
the fullest sense of the term means not only a nation 
which is materially advanced but one which is also 
spiritually advanced. Material advancement is based 
on increased exports and a growing economy, but this 
in itself does not guarantee advancement in the fullest 
sense. Let me give a few simple illustrations. Suppose 
we are visiting a certain country area. The rural com- 
munity is neatly laid out and clean. The bathroom in 
the local inn is small and plain but it is clean and in 
good order. One can eat in the marketplace without fear 
of food poisoning; one can drink good coffee in any cof- 
fee shop. Wherever one goes one is received with kind- 
ness and _ hospitality. I could’ give countless 
illustrations of the point. These are the marks of a truly 
advanced nation. 

How can we make these dreams a reality? The old 
saying goes, ‘““Truth is not far to seek.” Each and every 
one of us holds the key whereby these dreams can be 
made a practical reality. If each and every citizen 
cherishes chung and puts it first in his order of 
priorities in whatever work he may be engaged in, then 
our dreams must surely become reality. For chung is 
the yardstick which directs us to give our hearts and 
souls to whatever we have to do. For example, when we 
make an appointment, the spirit of chung directs us to 
be there on time. A hotel manager who is directed by 
the spirit of chung is always alert to the needs of 
customers. He puts himself in the position of his 
customers and makes every effort to ensure that their 
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: fortable, their eve 
ae oe he day ceune will shower bln 
ante nation as a whole and we will be a happier 
Ped employees as family; treat the factory as 
home” is a current slogan in the New Community 
Movement with regard to labor relations in the factory, 
This is just an application of the principle of chung. If 
an industrialist goes about his duties with sincerity, he 
‘s bound to treat his employees with love and con- 
sideration, just as if they were members of his family. 
The conscientious employee regards the factory as his 
home and devotes himself heart and soul to his work. 
This, then, is the ideal relation between employer and 
employee, a relation which guarantees happiness and 
contentment to both. Perhaps this is the meaning of 
the old saying, ‘‘Sincerity and conscientiousness 
precede wisdom.” 

Sincerity and conscientiousness are basic to the con- 
cept of chung. But chung has one other element, 
tolerance. By tolerance I mean that attitude of mind 
whereby one sincere man understands another. This 
kind of tolerance is based on the recognition of the 
rights of others, adults and children, as equal to my 
own. I take the love I feel for my own parents and 
family and extend it to the parents and children of 
others. If I feel I am important myself, I regard the 
other man as equally important. If he is hungry, I am 
hungry. With this sort of tolerance we will live together 
in love, harmony, and peace and work together for a 
better life for all. 

A society alive to the profound implications of chung 
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recognizes the hurt of a wrong done to others and is 
careful to avoid inflicting any such pain. In this way, a 
climate of mutual trust and respect is built up wherein 
all the members of society may live in mutual harmony 
and integrity. 

We often talk about the importance of the state with 
regard to the existence of the individual. Sometimes we 
take things for granted. We take air and water for 
granted as long as they are freely available. We take the 
love of our parents for granted as long as our parents 
are still with us. In the same way we take the gift of a 
country for granted. But what use is a good house, nice 
clothes, or tasty food if we have no country to call our 
own or if our country is in crisis. Vietnam and Cambo- 
dia are good examples of this in recent times. 

Some time ago a visiting foreign correspondent com- 
pared the Korea of today with the Korea of the Korean 
War period. He recalled the horror of the war and the 
wretched plight of the refugees and he was filled with 
wonder at what had been achieved since the end of the 
war. ‘‘Korea has achieved in one quarter century con- 
struction that took Europe one whole century,” he said. 

The correspondent was referring to one aspect of our 
historical growth, but what he said bears witness to the 
great potential of our people despite a history of bloody 
trials and tribulations. 

Our people have shown perseverence and resilience in 
surviving the tragic loss of national sovereignty. They 
have shown the same perseverence and resilience in the 
face of the partition of the country: We are a strong 
people, a disciplined people. We have shown the 
wisdom and determination to achieve in one quarter 
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century what required an entire century elsewhere 
With the same wisdom and determination we can buijjq 
an exemplary moral society, an exemplary moral 
nation. No one would dare provoke a country ang 
people armed with the moral armor of a New Spirit 
based on chung and hyo. Let us resolve once again to 
cultivate these traditional virtues of chung and hyo to 
give our hearts and souls in loyalty to our country. 


Rally for a New Spirit in South Cholla Province 
May 26, 1977 
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This year matks the beginning of the Fourth Five- 
Year Economic Plan, dedicated to further accentuating 
the economic growth which we have achieved with our 
blood and sweat. Now that we can look forward with 
confidence to a prosperous future, it is particularly 
gratifying to see the steady progress being made by the 
campaign for spiritual purification and moral 
regeneration. 

We are well aware of the reasons that make the 
acquiring of a New Spirit so necessary at this point in 
history. The world is littered with tragic examples of 
what happens when society becomes obsessed with the 
pursuit of material wealth in total disregard of true 
spiritual values. These examples should serve as a 
warning to us. 

The time has arrived for self-diagnosis. When we 
are physically sick we immediately begin treatment to 
effect a speedy cure. Similarly when we are spiritually 
sick we must take immediate remedial measures. 
Otherwise the sickness may get out of control, and 
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become chronic or even malignant. 

The campaign for spiritual renewal which is current. 
ly being carried out throughout the country is baseg 
on the principles of chung and hyo, principles molde 4 
and refined by our forefathers and passed on to 4 
today. The principles of chung and hyo are the cop. 
nerstones of our traditional culture. We believe tha; 
these principles will be an effective remedy for the evils 
of materialism. 

Societies where matter dominates spirit are charac. 
terized by extreme egoism, individualism, addiction to 
luxury, waste and decadence. Chung is an attitude of 
mind which places society and the nation above the 
self, Ho is an attitude of mind which places the care of 
one’s parents above the care of the self. As such, these 
two virtues run directly counter to egoism. 

A society where everyone practices hyo is a 
wholesome society characterized by the overflow of 
tender human feelings. In other words, hyo is the basis 
of a vibrant humanity, the first step toward acquiring 
all the virtues which mark the fully human man. A per- 
son who does not love and serve the parents who 
brought him into this world and reared him, and who at 
the same time insists that he loves and cares for others 
is a hypocrite. He is only paying lip service to true sen- 
timents of compassion, employing a device to promote 
his own interests. 


The sages of old stressed the importance of hyo in 
the moral system. 
The man who is dutiful to his parents and respectful 
i his elder brothers will rarely disobey his seniors. 
he man who obeys his seniors is careful not 0 
Ze 
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disturb public order. 

The wise man observes fundamental principles. 

The man who observes fundamental principles 
automatically knows the right way. 

How can the spirit of hyo be made a reality in our 
lives? Children who love and respect their parents are 
always concerned for the health of their parents and 
strive to provide the best possible accommodation, 
clothing, and food for them. Hyo goes a step farther. 
Children imbued with the spirit of hyo strive to avoid 
disturbing their parents’ peace of mind. Take an exam- 
ple. Children provide a nice house for their parents, but 
the children are constantly bickering among them- 
selves and the married sons and daughters send com- 
plaints day after day. The parents are inevitably 
disturbed and saddened. On the other hand, if the 
children live in an atmosphere of love and harmony, 
cooperating with one another in supporting and serving 
their parents, the parents will know the joy of real 
contentment and happiness. 

Our forefathers did not rest content even with this 
level of hyo. They considered that the sublimation of 
hyo consists in good deeds done for the community by 
dutiful children, this in turn redounding to the honor of 
the parents. For children to do evil deeds was to act 
contrary to hyo, bringing disgrace and mental anguish 
to the parents. 

One of the special merits of hyo is that it is not con- 
fined to the family. H. yo naturally leads to respect for 
all senior citizens. It directs us to treat senior citizens 
dutifully and respectfully, as we would our own par- 
ents. 
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Critics of contemporary society stress the prevail, . 
trend toward dehumanization. This trend must ho 
arrested by dealing first of all with the problem of th, 
aged. We owe our lives in this land to the blood ang 
sweat of those who have gone before us. They must not 
be allowed to sink into loneliness and oblivion in thei; 
twilight years. Old age is a reality which everyone must 
face one day. If we do not wish to be treated with cold. 
ness and indifference by society in our old age, we must 
make a beginning now by treating our senior citizens 
with a warm concerned humanity. Any other attitude is 
patently contradictory. 

The principle of hyo also leads to special care and 
concern for children in the community. If it is im- 
perative that we respect and serve all senior citizens in 
the community as we would our own parents, it is just 
as imperative that we care for the young in the com- 
munity as we would our own children. If you see a child 
behaving badly and dismiss it as none of your business, 
you are far removed from the spirit of hyo which this 
campaign is trying to cultivate. If someone intent 
merely on monetary gain makes and sells foodstuffs to 
children which he knows to be harmful and would not 
dream of allowing his own children to eat, such a 
person can not expect the forgiveness of Heaven. 

There is a proverb which says, ‘Children need good 
example more than scolding.’”’ Young people in a 
society accustomed to frugality and moderation will 
automatically learn the style of life which becomes 
them. They will not commit crimes to obtain money for 
the purchase of pleasure. On the other hand, young 
people in a society which is vanity-ridden and ex- 
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ant tend to adopt a similar life style themselves. 
iia obvious then that the adult population must 

It d value the young, if a sound social climate is to 
ae stablished. However, where such a sound social 
ce does exist, even orphans will not feel aban- 
doned because the entire community will act as their 
parents. Recent years have seen campaigns for af- 
fording family ties to less fortunate children, and for 
providing work for grown-up orphans. These cam- 
paigns represent a beautiful realization of the principle 
of hyo in the truest sense of the term. 

The spirit of hyo which we are trying to inculcate is 
basic to the Campaign for a New Spirit. This campaign 
:s directed toward the entire national community and 
aims at generating an atmosphere wherein society will 
be everyman’s home. 

The Korean people can trace a single blood line back 
through countless centuries. Our mythical founder 
Tangun imprinted indelibly on our hearts the ideal of 
benefiting humanity at large. The question for us today 
is how we can make this ideal a reality, how we can 
work for and serve the good of the world and of all 
mankind. Industrialized society today faces a common 
problem, namely, the subjugation of man to matter. 
Spiritual values are no longer in control. There is only 
one way to solve this crisis of modern man. Society 
must set up a new order, a new morality. It must 
provide the example of a social system based on sound 
moral values. 

Our national power is growing day by day. Riding 
the crest of surging national power, we must make the 
New Spirit based on chung and hyo a vital reality which 
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will reach out to the world and thus benefit all 
mankind. 

Self-help, diligence, and cooperation have been the 
key to Korea’s rapid rise from rags to riches. w, 
must now concentrate on making spiritual Maturity a 
reality, and this will be achieved through the Nes 
Spirit based on chung and hyo. In this way we wil 
present a beautiful image of Korea to the world. We 
have the means at hand; it remains for each individual 
to make the effort. 


Rally for a New Spirit in 
North Kyongsang Province 
May 11, 1977 
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As you well know, the Campaign for a New Spirit is 
founded on the principles of chung and hyo which have 
been molded and refined throughout our long history. 

Hyo is the primary virtue, the foundation on which 
the wise man builds the practice of a good life. Chung 
teaches that the greatest contribution one can make to 
the larger community we call our country lies in 
devotion to one’s duty. 

On the basis of the spirit of hyo, we seek to achieve 
a milieu in which society is like a home — a com- 
munity where elders are as much respected as one’s 
own parents, and where the adult population love and 
care for the young. 

The spirit of chung goes a step farther than merely 
fulfilling one’s duty. It demands understanding of the 
other man’s situation, placing ourselves in his shoes, 
living and letting live in the realization that we our- 
selves, our parents and our children are as dear to 
everybody else as they are to us. 

AS we go about renewing the spirit of chung and 
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hyo which are the cornerstones of oyr traditio 
culture, in order to build a nation blessed He 
spiritual as well as material affluence, inevitably s 
come face to face with another part of our spiritual 
heritage which must be renewed and Preserved. I ref, 
here to the just claim of our people to the distinction, 
of being ‘‘the nation of eastern proprieties,”’ 
proudly retained by our forefathers. 

I believe that the spirit of chung and hyo can be 
sublimated and perfected by making Korea once again 
the nation of eastern proprieties. The proprieties (ve, jt 
are the realization of moral truths, and as such, they 
are the best expression of the spirit of chung and hyo, 
The basis of true ye rests in faithfulness rather than 
formality. For example, embroidered words of false 
praise to promote personal gain are far from being ye. 
Rather they are an insult to the person praised. 

We should take time out to read what the sages 
have said about genuine ye. It is an act of propriety to 
answer respectfully the call of one’s parents and 
elders; it is an act of propriety to share food with a 
hungry person; it is an act of propriety to speak and 
deal honestly with all men. Being faithful to a par- 
ticular person or to a job is an act of propriety; doing 
to others as you would be done by is an act of 
propriety; keeping a promise is an act of propriety. 
Old sayings tell us, “Do nothing that offends 
propriety”; “Do not speak, see, hear or act except by 
the dictates of ye.” 

Foreigners visiting our country in the past must 
have been very favorably impressed. Otherwise they 
would not have called this country “the nation of 
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eastern proprieties.”” A country where people are kind, 
well mannered and helpful is always admired and en. 
vied by others. In this country we are in a Position to 
make ourselves the envy of others. We are a people 
who have a traditional respect for the proprieties: we 
are a nation gifted with a love of decorum. 

Do (3) refers to the way a man should follow. It is 
comparable to the gate through which everyone comes 
and goes in their daily pursuits. It is the road man has 
to walk in life. Our forefathers were well aware of the 
line in the classic, ‘One may die in the evening if one 
has learned the way in the morning.” They were more 
interested in finding the way than in amassing 
material wealth. They sought their pleasure and their 
reward in the practice of the way. We are their 
children, equally committed to following the way as 
embodied in the principles of chung, hyo, and ye. 

Every man born in the Republic of Korea must try 
to become an exemplary Korean citizen. No matter 
what new knowledge we may acquire, no matter if we 
have the technology to pick the stars, we cannot 
become exemplary Korean citizens without an 
ingrained sense of chung and hyo in our hearts and 
without observing the proprieties. People who do not 
cultivate these virtues are not worthy of being Korean. 
Increasing material affluence and the acquisition of 
vast knowledge are useless unless they are based on 
the spirit of chung and hyo. A concrete example would 
be a man of great material wealth or erudition who 
does not know how to use the honorific levels of speech 
unique to the Korean language. This is as foolish as 
building a house on sand. 
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Some years ago the construction of the Seoul-Py< 
Expressway fired the imagination of the people a 
soon as the project was completed, people began . 
use it extensively, contributing ultimately to the oe 
jective of industrial growth. No longer was ” 
necessary to spend long hours negotiating the olq 
washboard narrow winding road. However, there jg 
another road which in the last analysis may be more 
important than the expressway. This is a road which 
our forefathers have taken great pains to pave and 
construct. I refer to the royal road to spiritual reform 
moral regeneration, and an affluent spiritual culture. 
In modern times we have wandered from the road 
mistaking alien civilizations and things new for things 
best. The time has come to shed these delusions, to 
rediscover the way, to pave it and repair it in the spirit 
of chung, hyo, and ye. 

The principles of chung, hyo, and ye are the foun- 
dation of our Campaign for a New Spirit. We must 
push vigorously toward our goal, constantly renewing 
our commitment and publicizing our objectives. Bread 
is not made without kneading the mixture and baking 
at the proper temperature; grain does not grow unless 

| the seeds are planted and nurtured; so also we must 
sow the seeds of a new spiritual culture, caring for 
them, working to create an optimum environment for 
their growth and abundant fruition. The creation of 
this favorable environment presupposes that we 
promote the spirit of chung, hyo, and ye through 
sustained practice in our daily lives. I ask you sin- 
cerely today to join hands in cultivating the seeds and 
bringing them to a rich harvest. If we do this, Heaven 
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4) pless our campaign. 
a one wants to be blessed by Heaven; every 


people want their country to be blessed by Heaven. 
However, it 38 one thing to desire the blessing of 
Heaven; it is another to behave in a way worthy of 
plessing. Heaven blesses a country in proportion to 
the effort made by the people of that country. Heaven 
does not bless minds which are sick and contaminated. 
We must cultivate our hearts in the spirit of 
righteousness before we are entitled to the blessing of 
Heaven. We must prepare ourselves by cleansing and 
beautifying our hearts. No one would dream of 
receiving an honored guest into one’s house without 
first cleaning the house. 

Men and society cannot live in accordance with the 
dictates of reason without the providence of Heaven. 
We do not fear that we will be unable to amass wealth 
in the absence of the blessing of Heaven; what we fear 
is man’s own impetuous and rapacious greed for 
wealth and honor. A man blinded by such greed and 
passion will not see with his eyes, will not hear with 
his ears, will not think with his head, will not be 
moved by the dictates of conscience. Materialism 
corrupts human judgment. 

The providence of Heaven must support us in our 
endeavors if we are to succeed. A man may pretend to 
have the New Spirit; he may even deceive society into 
believing him. However, Heaven knows what is really 
in our hearts and will not grant such a man true 
blessing. 

Let us resolve today to cultivate a New Spirit based 
on chung, hyo and the observance of the proprieties. If 
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our campaign with true blessings. 


Rally fora New Spirit in Pusan 
June 3, 1977 


Comforting an elderly woman at a New Spirit rally in Kangwon Prov- 
ince (October 18, 1977) 
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Seeing today the unprecedented bumper crop har- 
vested from golden fields, I cannot but recall the dif- 
ficult summer months when we worked together to 
overcome floods and drought. Today we see the fruit of 
our labor and I congratulate the entire farm population. 

We know well that the more worthy and valuable an 
undertaking is, the more earnest and persistent are the 
efforts required to accomplish it. The nationwide 
spiritual movement we have been quietly promoting 
this year, that is, the Campaign for a New Spirit, is a 
spontaneous movement to shape a bright and happy 
future for everyone. We have participated in and 
developed the movement with wisdom and dedication 
in fulfillment of the mission of our time. 

It is important for us to impress anew on our minds 
the importance of chung and hyo. These virtues are the 
cornerstones of our national culture and they must also 
be the cornerstones of the new spiritual culture which 
we seek to promote. 

When one is ill, one naturally tries to get better. Only 
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a fool fails to take good care of himself in sickne 


3 i tg SS.B 
sometimes it is too late, the disease has progres Be 


Sed too 
far. 
The wise man, however, takes good care of himse 


while in good health. A wise man cures his disease 
before it reaches an advanced stage. This is a case of , 
stitch in time saving nine. 

Materialism and the materialistic view of life are 
prevalent in many parts of the world. Unless we try 
very hard to guard against and drive out this blight, jt 
will cause irreparable damage in the wake of fast 
material and economic growth. We may perhaps think 
that materialism as a social: phenomenon is not go 
serious in our generation, but it will prove itself Serious 
and difficult to handle in the next generation unless we 
lay a firm spiritual foundation to combat it now. 

Inasmuch as the mental posture of each and every 
citizen combines to form the mind of society and the 
spirit of the nation, the individual mind is the nucleus 
of the Campaign for a New Spirit. 

It is often said that the enemy within is the most for- 
midable. As a small hole in the bottom of a ship, rather 
than high seas, sinks the ship, so the greatest danger to 
humanity lies in the mind of man, capable as it is of 
great beauty and at the same time prone to temptation 
and arrogance. 

When a bit of straw lands on our face, we brush it off; 
when a tiny thorn is driven into our hand, we take pains 
to pull it out. Yet man is capable of feeling no shame at 
the dirt and scars in his mind. It is sad indeed to be the 
slave of anything. However, such slaves existed in the 
past and they are still to be found today. 


lf 
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Everyone must die sooner or later. This is an 
inevitable fact of life. In the moment of death, all that 
remains to us is not material wealth, fame or position 
but our name, which should be preserved clean and 
honorable always. But some people, forgetful of the 
sanctity of their name, dare to sell conscience out and 
abandon their human dignity, to be slaves of worldly 
fame and riches. 

We must examine our consciences to see if we are en- 
slaved to anything. If we find that we have clean, 
unadulterated and beautiful minds not enslaved to 
anything, then we may be confident that we have the 
New Spirit. To such people the way of chung and hyo is 
a path that can be followed with confidence and joy. 

A healthy conscience is just as important as a 
healthy body for overall well-being. We all need an 
adequate amount of food, sleep, and exercise for 
physical health. Spiritual health demands lifelong 
study in an effort to uncover the way to a wise and just 
life. The man who finds the way finds also that his mind 
becomes suffused with beauty and light even though 
his physical body may be worn out by the ravages of 
old age. 

The individual trying to lead a just life is most likely 
to be frustrated by a society whose objectives are op- 
posed to his. A man tends to be dragged down to the 
level of society. It is obvious then that a clean and just 
social atmosphere is essential, Our purpose in meeting 
here today is to promote such a social atmosphere. 

“Custom rules the law,” the saying goes. We are out 
to resuscitate the spirit of chung and hyo, because the 
Practice of these traditional virtues seems to have been 
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weakened in modern times. However, the tradit 
hyo as a time-honored custom is still Strong j 
country. The social atmosphere in this country js stil] 
such that it treats a man who is not filial to his Parent, 
as degraded. We must build on this sound tradition, 

In spite of the saying that ‘‘a man who has lost his 
credibility is dead to the world,” we have witnesseq the 
phenomenon of adulterated and harmful foodstuffs jn 
our markets, and we have seen people who hate to be 
slandered and maligned themselves, defaming and 
falsely accusing others. While delighting in the suf. 
fering they cause their victims they still insist that 
they themselves are human beings. Can we feel cop. 
fident in a society full of vice and irregularities that oy; 
children will be safe from harmful foodstuffs and oy; 
loved ones safe from character assassination? 

No one wants vice. So, each individual must strive to 
refrain from generating such vice and smearing our 
community. We tend to litter a street which is already 
dirty without any qualms. But a street which is clean 
and tidy generates an aura of awe which dissuades 
people from throwing away a single piece of paper. 

Society today tends to reduce everything . to 
numerical figures, to compare everything in statistical 
terms. However, the level of a nation’s morality can 
hardly be measured statistically. Nonetheless, it ought 
to be borne in mind that the degree of a nation’s 
civilization and advancement corresponds to its moral 
standards. 

All men aspire to happiness. Those who have the op- 
portunity of attending on and comforting their parents 
are happy indeed. The obligation of filial piety is nev 
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fully disc harged. Blessed indeed are those who dutifully 
serve their parents with sufficient foresight to know 
that there is no way of making amends after the death 
of one’s parents for failure to perform filial duties while 
they were still alive. . 

It is also a cause of happiness to have a fatherland to 
which one can dedicate one’s loyalty. The Paramount 
aim and dream of our forefathers during the period of 
Japanese occupation was the restoration: of the 
fatherland. 

Suppose a schoolchild gets 100 marks in an 
examination but has no parents or family to whom he 
can brag about his performance. Suppose a sports 
champion wins in world competition but has no fellow 
countrymen with whom he may rejoice and no 
fatherland to which he may bring back the glory. Then, 
what is the good of the triumph? Another example. I 
have heard stories about the loneliness and sadness of 
Korean immigrants in a rich country who bought a 
plush car but had few to show interest in their 
acquisition or express admiration at their success, 

Our country is very dear to us and this gives 
paramount meaning to our life. If we do not make the 
effort so that this country of ours may bea happy coun- 
try to live in, who will make the effort for us? 

A strong will, tenacity, and perseverance that leaves 
nothing unfinished once it has been begun are charac- 
teristics of our people. Kim J ong-ho who produced the 
first comprehensive map of old Korea (Daedongyojido) 
covered the whole length and breadth of the land and 
climbed Mt. Paektu three times, The firmness of pur- 

Pose of our alpine expedition which conquered Mt. 
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Everest. in spite of many difficulties commanded 
wide applause. Wor 
Weare the heirs of stout stock. I am confident th 
we will be able to resist the flood of materialign, at 
moral degradation which is spreading throughout 1, 
world and succeed in establishing in our country a . e 
tradition of spiritual culture. ereat 

Let me congratulate each of you who has taken an ae. 
tive part in the Campaign for a New Spirit and also the 
members of the Women’s Service Corps for the 
Salvation of the Nation who have devoted themselve, 
to the development of local communities, showing gooq 
examples of the spirit of hyo. Please accept my hearty 
congratulations and best wishes for your continued 
vigorous march ahead. 


ld. 


Rally for a New Spirit in Kangwon Province 
October 18, 1977 


* Kim Jong-ho— Pioneer Korean geographer-cartographer in 
the 19th century. In 1861 he published a detailed map of 
Korea based on thirty years of field trips and surveys. 


**xConquest of Everest—On September 15, 1977 a Korean 


alpinist expedition led by Koh Sang-don attained the 
8,848-meter peak of Mt. Everest. 
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Material Culture and 
Spiritual Culture 


Since the first rally for a New Spirit was held in 
Seoul last March 16 the movement for spiritual 
regeneration based on chung and hyo has spread 
throughout the nation, slowly filtering into our minds 
and daily lives. This gathering today to celebrate the 
autumn harvest affords a most meaningful occasion 
for taking stock of the Campaign for a New Spirit thus 
far, and for rededicating ourselves to its continued 
progress. 

As autumn advances not only the crops but all of 
great Mother Nature around us seems to ripen, turn- 
ing over the remaining leaves of the season one by 
one. The golden waves of rice in the paddies have now 
subsided, fruits hanging on branches have turned red 
and the rich autumnal tints of crimson and yellow 
have begun to cover the mountains. 

After spring comes autumn, after sowing comes the 
harvest, and after hard work we reap the fruit. Each 
grain of rice harvested at this time of the year is the 
fruit of the labor and care of our farmers. The mind 
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which sows seeds and grows plants to Zet good es 

or pretty flowers is the same mind which pledges ‘ 
sow the seed and cultivate the flower of a ‘ 
spiritual culture. As farmers plow the soi] and 
their farms, so we cultivate our minds to r 
society and build a genuine welfare nation. Fa 
yields crops once a year, but the fruit of our sp 
culture will be born only in the course of sustain 
long-range endeavor toward greater maturity. 

Flowing water does not get polluted but Standing 
pools gather filth. Likewise, even after we have 
acquired the New Spirit, we must sustain our ef. 
fort to keep it clean and clear, practicing chung and 
hyo constantly. Such a mental posture and _ socia| 
climate will gain firm roots as the years go by. The 
man who is careful to observe the proprieties finds 
himself unconsciously choosing always that which is 
right and just. 

Man cannot live by bread alone. This is exemplified 
by those sports stars who stay at home for the glory of 
their country, flatly refusing offers of large monetary 
gain abroad. Here we see spiritual values conquering 
material values. 

Friendship based on deep human understanding 
without regard for the influence of wealth is a priceless 
treasure which cannot be measured in material or 
economic terms. Such friendship is a spiritual asset, 
and the road to happiness ultimately rests in in- 
creasing our spiritual assets. Greed for material gain 
contributes nothing to the spiritual dimension of life. 

All material assets must be kept under careful con- 
trol especially at a time when values are confused and 
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jarities abound in society. Water is very 
gu ‘al to man, but if not controlled, it can cause 
uae is essential to man, but if not controlled, it 
eine terrible tragedy. The automobile is a very 
cater means of transport, but driven carelessly, 
: can cause accidents. 

If material culture is likened to the fruit and flowers 
of a tree, spiritual culture may be likened to the roots 
of the tree. The roots of a tree are the source of vitality 
that sustains life. A tree which has taken strong root 
in good soil produces luxuriant foliage and good fruit, 
but a tree with weak roots produces thin branches and 
little fruit. Once the root dies leaves and fruit are 


jrre 


doomed. sp 
Decadence, egoism and mammonism are social ills 


born of rotten roots. Fortunately, however, in this 
country we are blessed with good roots. We can boast . 
the tradition of a deeply rooted spirit of chung and hyo 
and a corresponding respect for the proprieties. By 
reviving and nourishing the tradition of chung, ‘hyo 
and ye, we will move nearer our goal of a welfare state 
which can be proud of its high moral standards. 

Filial piety is the primary virtue in terms of human 
living. It stems from a mind which is always con- 
cerned to take good care of and comfort parents, and 
which respects elders as if they were our own parents. 
We must discharge our responsibilities faithfully, and 
attribute the credit for our accomplishments to our 
parents. Hyo in this sense is the embodiment of chung 
Which is defined as fulfillment of one’s duties with all 
one’s heart. Effective discharge of daily respon- 
sibilities by every member of society in the spirit of 
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chung is the spiritual force which sustains the state 

All nations of the world are keenly concerned about 
development. Development in this country is UNique 
because we are striving to develop the materia] and 
spiritual spheres together. 

Our country has achieved impressive progress, w , 
began in poverty and chaos, without much natura] 
resources, confronted by a turbulent international 
situation, and threatened by a militant Communist 
regime in the north. Through brain, brawn and will. 
power we have achieved success against long odds. In 
the course of moving ahead we have gained the sure 
confidence that we can succeed through the Saemay/ 
(New Community) spirit of self-help, diligence and 
cooperation. 

With renewed awareness of the tradition of chung, 
hyo and ye painstakingly fostered and handed down to 
us by our forefathers, we stand on the threshold of 
recreating a splendid spiritual culture. It would be 
shameful for us to fail in our objectives, considering 
our immense spiritual assets. What else do we have to 
pass on to our children? 

We can look back with pride on our efforts during 
the past year to promote the development of spiritual 
culture as well as economic growth. We can note with 
pride some of the achievements of the past year which 
augur well for the future of the country. The success of 
the Blue Dragon Exercise, checking out the 
mobilization readiness of reservists in an emergency, 
was symbolic of the concern of our people to protect 
their families and their country. This clearly shows one 
facet of our spiritual culture taking firm root. 
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The New Spirit ought to find expression in all as- 

ects of life. For example, the recent drive for con- 
servation of nature offers an excellent opportunity for 

racticing the New Spirit. A man with a pure heart 

will not throw away a piece of paper, much less litter 
our mountains. Natural environment has a strong in- 
fluence on mentality. The beauty of nature fertilizes 
peautiful minds and beautiful minds will not tolerate 
disorder in the natural environment. 

This land where generation after generation of our 
forefathers lie buried, this land on which so much 
blood has been shed, this land which will be our final 
resting-place and the home of our descendants — we 
must love it, cherish it, care for it as we would care for 
ourselves or our gardens. 

We must recreate Korea the Beautiful, revive the 
tradition of loyalty and filial piety and make ours “‘the 
nation of eastern propriety.” We must nurse the hope 
that we will be able to hand down to our descendants a 
truly beautiful and blessed fatherland. This, I believe, 
is the responsibility which has been thrust upon our 
generation. A work begun is said to be half done. But 
beginning is not enough; the end is the crowning glory. 
We must continue with our efforts until such time as 
we achieve the crowning glory of unqualified success. 
The road ahead is long and arduous, but if we take our 
inspiration in the New Spirit we will not falter. 

This mass rally for a New Spirit is drawing to a 
close, and its close will mark another beginning in our 
drive to translate our resolutions into action. As fellow 
countrymen of the Republic of Korea, all sharers of the 
Same blood, we must live like Koreans committed to 
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chung, hyo and ye and work for the continued develo 
ment of the nation. Let us unite together fo, ne 
achievement of our goal, a balanced spiritya] and 
material development and a history of which we cay all 
be proud. 


Rally fora New Spirit in 
North Chungchong Province 
October 28, 1977 
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Qn the Beauty of a True 
Humanity 


The nationwide Campaign for a New Spirit which 
began last year has led us to give due recognition to our 
traditional culture. The second stage of the campaign is 
to translate this realization into action in our daily 
lives, to accustom ourselves to it, root and branch. It 
was for this purpose that 1978 was declared the Year 
for Practicing the New Spirit. They say knowledge is 
power; but I say deeds are better than mere 
knowledge. 

The vigorous revival of the spirit of chung, hyo and 
ye which are the mainspring of our Campaign for a New 
Spirit today has been made possible by the sustained 
devotion of our forefathers in cultivating these virtues 
throughout our long history. 

In order that the New Spirit may take firm root 
within us as an ethic relevant and contemporary, our 
generation should make exceptional endeavors as 
standard-bearers in a new era of history. Only by 
sustained personal effort, can we crown our beginnings 
with success and leave a noble spiritual legacy to 
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posterity. It is much more difficult to disregg 
customs or social mores than to disregard the law. is 
are the driving force behind our society, and it seal 
not be an exaggeration to say that our purpose ‘< 
meeting here today is to create such customs and 
mores. 

There is a saying that good habits always bear goog 
fruit. To level a mountain, build a bridge and open q 
road is hard work, but once the road is completed, it 
assures us comfortable travel. The New Spirit may pe 
said to have taken strong root in our midst when 4 
social atmosphere prevails in which no one ignores the 
practice of chung, hyo and ye. When that day comes, 
we may well boast that our efforts have paid off hand- 
somely. In such a society one feels uncomfortable if 
one does not pick a piece of paper discarded by the 
wayside; one feels constrained to answer a phone call 
courteously and to be kind to others; subjects like 
adulterated or harmful food are heard only in history 
classes. Thus we will enjoy a blessed life built on 
mutual trust and good faith. 

All this may seem like a dream now, but it will come 
true if we practice chung, hyo and ye. Our nation is 
blessed because she possesses a tradition in these vir- 
tues. Our generation is blessed because we are charged 
with the responsibility of resuscitating these ideals. 

The modern world may be noted for the production of 
new merchandise, but nothing gives us greater pleasure 
than nature. The delight we feel at the return of ver- 
dant sprouts and luxuriant blossoms in spring to what 
seemed like dead trees arouses our courage to face 4 
new life. No artificial workmanship can match the 


48 


On the Beauty of a True Humanity 


peauty of a small flower in the wilds . The warmth emit- 
ted by an ultramodern heating device can hardly com- 
pare with the tenderness of the rays of the spring sun 
as it touches our skin. 

It is the quality of naturalness which gives nature its 

eatness. Man is said to be the lord of creation, but he 
‘s only lord when he follows the dictates of conscience. 
This is the path which the truly human man walks: it is 
as natural and as beautiful as nature itself. People say 
sickness and a bad conscience are the two greatest tor- 
ments known to man. They are unnatural states of 
mind and body. The pain of an evil conscience is what 
one feels when one is guilty of filial impiety, disloyalty 
and disregard of the proprieties. 

We know the road we should walk as men and we are 
trying our best to walk it. With this spirit we can 
develop ourselves as individuals, and we can work 
together to develop our community. 

The Island of Cheju has special geographical features 
and is endowed with unusual scenic beauty. Everyone 
wants to visit the island; it has become a major tourist 
resort. If the people of Cheju are known for their com- 
mitment to chung, hyo and ye, this added to the 
natural beauty of the island, will command much 
greater respect and hold out greater attraction to 
visitors. The present era is called the age of ad- 
vertisement. But before we spend large sums of money 
in advertising a product, we ought to make sure that 
the poduct is worthy of the advertising. 

Our campaign to conserve nature must be conducted 
effectively so that we may boast of Korea as a land of 
beautiful scenery. Also the ancient culture we have 
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inherited should be revived and adapted to suit th 
times we live in so that we may take pride A ns 
national heritage. e 

There is a saying that good bread needs yo ad 
vertising. Similarly a good tourist attraction is its ‘set 
best advertisement. Suppose we drop into a restaurant 
on the way somewhere. We find it clean, orderly ang 
serving good food meticulously prepared. We fee] like 
going to a restaurant like that again even if it is fa, 
away. We will stop whenever we pass, and we wil] 
speak well of the restaurant to others, who in turn will 
want to visit the place. 

A person who does his best in accordance with the 
spirit of dutifulness benefits not only himself but also 
the nation as a whole. Receiving customers humbly and 
kindly when you are doing a good business, living 
modestly when you have made a fortune, maintaining 
courtesy even among close friends — these are basic to 
the spirit of ye which in turn is basic to the New Spirit. 

Here in Cheju Island recently a monument was 
raised to the memory of our ancient war heroes who 
died in the fight against invading Mongol troops 
during the Koryo dynasty. The bloody sacrifices of our 
forefathers inspired as they were by loyalty are the 
foundation-stone for our spiritual movement today. 
This rally is all the more meaningful and moving 
against that background. 

June is a special month in our calendar. It is the 
month when the nation honors the souls of those who 
gave their lives for their country, the month when 
special care is given to their surviving families in the 
spirit of chung. Our people, successful defenders of 
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ational integrity against many difficulties, are well 
e of the preciousness of nationhood. 
a yationhood is essential if we are to exert ourselves to 
achieve economic growth; nationhood is essential if we 
are to sublimate a great spiritual culture. Therefore, 
atitude is due to our forefathers who made such 
sacrifices to defend the nation throughout her long 
history. We, in our turn, should carry the New Spirit 
campaign to fruition so that our predecessors will not 
have paid dearly in vain. 

Members of the service corps have adopted helpless 
senior citizens as their parents at this rally and have 
decided to care for them as real parents. I assure you 
that your spirit of respect for the old is a fine example 
of devotion to the objectives of the New Spirit 
campaign. 

I look forward to the ongoing commitment of you 
members of the service corps to the development of the 
local community. Let me again congratulate those of 
you who have been honored for outstanding 
achievements as dutiful sons and daughters. 


Rally for a New Spirit in Cheju Province 
June 23, 1978 


51 


Buddhist monks and laymen at a Buddhist service in Pusan and South 
Kyongsang Province (Kudok Gymnasium, Pusan, September 6, 1978) 


Two Legacies for Posterity 


Since early times our people liked to wear white 
clothes, earning the title ‘‘a white-clad people.” We 
wore white clothes because we set great store on 
cleanliness. Our people thought that keeping our minds 
and bodies clean was most important in carrying out 
the will of Heaven. 

In the final analysis, the practice of good is embodied 
in the traditional concepts of chung, hyo and ye. With 
cleansed minds, we are formulating new values on the 
basis of loyalty, filial duty and the proprieties. Our ef- 
forts in this direction have taken root. 

If a man is filial to his parents, faithful in everything 
he undertakes, and careful always to be courteous, 
nothing more will be demanded of him. He is leading a 
life worthy of man. Chung, hyo and ye are our 
guideposts on the road of life. They have been con- 
ceived by Heaven as guides to human living. It is clear 
that a society guided by these principles will be just 
and good. But it must be remembered that these prin- 
ciples may be effective or ineffective guides to human 
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living depending on whether society has a firm] 
spiritual culture or not. 

Growing old is an inevitable human fact. WwW 
how it pains elderly people to be treated coldly. 
to us to do something to improve their lot, at least a 
improve the facilities in homes for the aged. Failure to 
do this would suggest that we lack in the necessary 
spiritual roots. Our reputation as a country which 
traditionally observes the proprieties is Something that 
cannot be bought with money. Our spiritual culture has 
been inspired and sustained by the spirit of Chung and 
hyo, and this in itself proves the vigor and value of the 
roots which have nurtured our people’s traditions. 

No matter how extensive human knowledge may be, 
the law of Heaven is still the truth man should abide 
by. The way of Heaven must always take precedence 
over human knowledge. Suppose parents, preoccupied 
with children earning advanced academic degrees, do 
not reprimand them for bad manners or improper 
behavior. Is that good for the children? Scholarship or 
position acquired without due human foundation only 
results in increased arrogance, which in turn leads to 

disrespect for and disobedience toward parents. This 
Shows why the spirit of chung, hyo and ye must take 
precedence over all other knowledge. 

Recently there have been a number of unsavory in- 
cidents in society. The shock these incidents produced 
ac grave indeed, and the reaction to this sense of 

are . i equally strong. We should react in 

0 absorb the shock and cope effectively 

With the aftermath. A societ hich mbs to 

Shock, or where Shock end ee oe 

S up as shock for its own sake 
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little promise for the future. We need a public 
opinion seething with indignation and criticism which 
will generate the determination to build a new society 
based on solid new values. ; 

Now that we have set out on a drive for spiritual 
renewal, we must carry out our campaign for renewal 
with firmer resolve, because a severe sickness requires 
stronger and more efficacious medicine. Just as a long 
drought tries our ingenuity and tenacity, so the 
irrationality of the universal obsession with matter 
over mind tests us all. United as one, our people must 
prevail over this irrationality. This is the way to keep 
the flame of spiritual renewal alive. 

The Hwarang code of chivalry came into being 
during the Silla dynasty for the purpose of turning out 
good leadership material and boosting the morale of the 
nation in the face of incessant invasions by Paekje in 
the west and Koguryo in the north. 

Trials and ordeals are not important in themselves. 
What is important is how we resourcefully overcome 
them. An ordeal overcome with courage and wisdom 
marks another big stride forward. 

Under the laws of nature, darkness heralds the ap- 
proach of dawn and the scorching heat of midsummer 
announces that cool autumn will not be far behind. As 
man wishes most for the cool autumn breeze during the 
trying period of extreme summer heat, so the human 
race thirsts for bright and new values most when a 
fierce outcry is raised against morality at its lowest ebb 

throughout the world. Perhaps this is nature’s way of 
telling us that the time has come to establish a new set 
of moral values. 


holds 
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All things, no matter how small, have their 
i No discovery or invention could have take 
ee t a beginning. A momentous undertakj 
ees mens of a value system to illumin 
orld of the spirit must also have a beginning. 

. Snatches of cloud floating in the sky do nothi 
Ree But once they gather together in a mass, 
they produce rain to moisten the earth, In the Same 
way, the wind of the N ew Spirit rising out of today's 
rally, your active participation in the drive to Practice 
this spirit, and the sincerity and dedication of every in- 
dividual participant will sweep this country In a con- 
certed effort to reform and purify society asa whole, 
The effect may be compared to the spring breeze which 
reawakens flowers from winter’s death. . 

The effort to purge every sector of society of all 
irrationalities and irregularities must be continued for a 
long time. It is a difficult task, like bringing flowers in- 
to bloom by artificial heat in the middle of winter. 

When the wind of the New Spirit based on chung, 
hyo and ye begins to blow, each of us will change to i 
attire of the New Spirit, and this atmosphere o 
spiritual renewal will prevail in our homes, schools oo 
places of work. Dreams often come true thanks to he 
hard work of men. For instance, the New Community 
Movement broke the vicious circle of chronic poverty 
and brought affluence and strength to our nation. This 
dream came true because we believed in our ability to 
make it come true with hard work. 

There are two legacies which we must leave 
posterity. They require our combined efforts an 
resources. These legacies are strong national power 
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hich the world cannot ignore and a 
spiritual value system which the wo 
s 
espouse. 

A material legacy unaccompanied 
values soon disapperar. Our children 
off such an inheritance for a while and 
in society. Our country will become a d 


Sreat and solid 
tld cannot but 


y just and solid 
will probably live 
become dropouts 
ropout, too. 


Rally fora New Spirit in Kyonggi Pro vince 
September 1, 1978 
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Employer and Employee 
Are One Family 


It gives me great pleasure to see so many workers 
present at this New Spirit rally which marks the ac. 
tivation of the service corps here. 

The nationwide Campaign for a New Spirit which got 
under way last year has awakened the general public to 
the beauty of our traditional culture. As a result, the 
flower of a bright and lovely New Spirit based on 
chung, hyo and ye is coming into bloom. This spiritual 
flower is blooming here today, too. 

I am sure that the Campaign for a New Spirit, rein- 
forced by steady economic growth and increasing 
national strength, will generate the motive power to 
brighten the future of this country. I am also sure that 


the more worthy and valuable a cause is, the harder and | 


the more steadfastly we have to work to achieve it. 
The sweat of your labor at this industrial plant has 


Contributed to the attainment of our annual export goal ] 


of $10,000 million. You have done your share in laying 
the groundwork for building an affluent nation. 
As members of the service corps in a big industrial 
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Employer and Employee Are One Family 


you are making different products in different 
But you are one in spirit in working on your 

ctive products — one in the delight you feel in put- 
ead lJ your heart into the products you make and one 
ab a that you are contributing to developing the 
7 ee and enhancing the prestige of the nation. It is 
oe conviction that the products you make will be of 
higher quality because of the New Spirit that has in- 
formed the manufacturing process. The inspiration 
behind the New Spirit is summed up in the slogan: 
“Employees are your family; the factory is your 
home.” This is the spirit we seek. 

People know that the only way to develop industry is 
to create a sense of identity and a spirit of cooperation 
between employer and employee so that they work 
together as one family. If we live up to this spirit, we 
will certainly be successful. 

In this respect this industrial estate has shown a 
good example. When factories here were about to be 
flooded last summer, all the workers joined together to 
keep the equipment and merchandise safe from the 
rising water. It was a moving episode. 

The admission exercises for employees to special 
night classes in 1978 were symbolic of the happy union 
of your deep enthusiasm for study and the sympathetic 


complex, 
factories. 


consideration of employers. It is reassuring to see that 


our economic growth is founded on the rock of common 
interest bolstered by a spirit of mutual support. 

From this we can gather that the concepts of chung 
and hyo, which are the roots of the Campaign for a New 
Spirit, are applicable even outside the home. The idea of 


hyo naturally leads to respect for one’s elders at large. 
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Hyo teaches us to be dutiful to our elders 
our own parents. It also calls upon all ady] 
good care of all children as they do o 
children. In this way society becomes fe) 
which all the members love and respect each other 
Likewise, the Campaign for a New Spirit at the factory 
level will turn the industrial plant into a family-like en: 
tity full of harmony and trust. 

Those chosen today as exemplary employees are 
honored for their economy -mindedness, resource. 
fulness in developing new materials and Skills, and 
putting out good products. By so doing they have lived 
up to the spirit of chung which counsels a man to put 
his whole heart and soul into his work. They must also 
be commended for practicing hyo, pleasing their par- 
ents by saving a large part of their meager salary and 
living modestly. 

Human happiness consists in the pleasure that 
comes as the reward of living sincerely and earnestly. 
Such happiness comes from an attitude to life with 
which a man puts all his heart into whatever he does. 

Gaining recognition as exemplary employees and 
filial youths carries with it its own reward in terms of 
Spontaneous joy and pride, Also, being around such 
People is an important influence. We are moved to com- 
mit ourselves to the Same cause, putting spurs to the 
Campaign for a New Spirit. 

This year has been dedicated to translating our 
resolutions for a Ne 
Improving our surroundings, getting rid of bad things 
one by one, we can feel sure that our national strength 
achieved by our sweat and blood will evolve a worthy 


aS we Are to 
ts to take ay 
f their Own 
ne family jy 
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w Spirit into action. As we go about 


Employer and Employee Are One Family - 


spiritual culture. Posterity will look on our generation 
with pride, and the Prosperity we have achieved wil] en- 
dure for a long time to benefit future generations. 

Perseverence and fortitude for which our people are 
noted will pave the way for achieving a society noted 
for its overflowing humanity and enlightened approach 
to life. I urge you today to afford an example to others 
as proud members of the Service Corps of Women for 
the Salvation of the Nation. 


Rally for a New Spirit 
at Korea Export Industry Estate 
June 1, 1978 


63 


Buddhist Enlightenment ang 
the New Spirit 


I am most pleased to join you here today in this 
Buddhist service devoted to the nationwide drive for a 
New Spirit organized by Buddhist priests and laymen 
in Pusan and South Kyongsang Province, This 
gathering also marks the inauguration of the Pusan 
and the South Kyongsang Provincial Chapter of the 
Buddhist Movement for a New Spirit. 

I consider it a great blessing that all Buddhist 
groups in this country have joined ranks for the cause 
of this spiritual movement which is so vital to the 
development of a greater and better nation. Mass 
meetings like this are a model of how religious faith 
harmonizes with the practice of a New Spitit. 

_ The New Spirit we pursue must be preceded by 
liberation from enslavement of the mind to excessive 
desire for personal gain and fame. It is a shortcut to 
doing away with materialism and as such it conforms 
_ we teachings of Buddhism which advise against 
dlecolia aay and preoccupations. The steady 
Personal cultivation fundamental to 
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Buddhist teaching is also the basis of our drive for a 

‘rit which is bright, pure and just. 

a he Mahayana tradition of Buddhism which we 
have received in this country goes beyond personal 
cultivation to an active interest in and compassion for 
others. Your participation in the national Campaign 
for a New Spirit assumes increased significance in 
view of your commitment to the salvation of mankind. 

However hard one may try to live a beautiful life in- 
spired by lofty ideals, one will most likely try in vain 
unless a just atmosphere prevails in society. The 
creation of a right milieu is essential, and the nation- 
wide Campaign for a New Spirit has been conceived to 
promote such a milieu. 

Man is called lord of creation mainly because he has 
a rational spirit. Nothing can be more important than 
cleansing, disciplining and preserving the integrity of 
this spirit or mind. 

Just as thick and green forests make a moun- 
tain beautiful, so the existence of man gives meaning 
and value to life on earth. A beautiful world springs 
from the beautiful mind of man; an ugly world comes 
from the stained and tarnished mind of man. The mind 
of man is a miniature universe, and if that mind is sick 
or depraved, it means the destruction of a microcosm. 

Many attempts have been made in many parts of 
the world to purfiy the mind of :man, not always suc- 
cessfully. Even a slight illness whose causes are 
known is difficult to heal if the right medication is not 
taken. Likewise, our movement for spiritual renewal 
and moral regeneration must move in the right direc- 
tion if it is to be successful. 
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The long history of this country is dotted with a ee 
cession of invasions by foreign powers and with Other 
hardships resulting largely from poverty. Never. 
theless, the spirit of chung, hyo and ye has not only 
survived; it has even gathered impetus through these 
experiences. The practice of chung, hyo and ye shows 
the direction in which our spiritual movement of today 
should be moving. 

Loyalty and filial duty were the basis of the five 
precepts of the Silla dynasty and the four graces 
which Buddhists have sought since ancient times, A 
sense of gratitude for favors given is the beginning of 
personal cultivation and maturity. As one advances in 
age one develops increased concern for others rather 
than for oneself. The concepts of chung and hyo which 
awaken us to the love of parents and a sense of in- 
debtedness to the state provide us an unerring guide. 

All through the long history of this country Bud- 
dhism has perpetuated the time-honored tradition of 
zealously supporting and defending the nation. It isa 
religious force deeply rooted in our hearts and at the 
same time it is a source of spiritual culture. Protecting 
the country means making substantial contributions 
wherever they are most urgently called for and in ways 
suitable to the particular time. 

The basic meaning of hyo remains as relevant as 
ever today. But the methods of putting it into practice 

may vary widely. Let me give you an example. 
Nowadays we should choose a good balanced diet 
rather than indiscriminately eating greasy food which 
happens to taste good. In the same manner, I am 
sure religious groups are in pursuit of ongoing 
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jevelopment and renewal to meet the needs of the 
times. . ‘ 

We have won the praise of the world for being a self- 
reliant and industrious people. We are credited with 
puilding strong armed forces and achieving un- 
precedentedly fast economic development. Now we are 
turning our attention to laying the groundwork for 
sustained growth by shaping a new spiritual culture. 

It is my belief that your initiative and leadership in 
promoting the Campaign for a New Spirit is true to 
the tradition of Korean Buddhism which has always 
upheld the defense of the fatherland. 

You have been active in community charity, you 
have worked hard to reform undesirable aspects within 
your own fold, and with one mind rising above sec- 
tarian differences, you members of the Buddhist 
clergy have gathered here today. I hope that this 
meeting today will add momentum to the growth and 
development you seek. And I hope that Buddhism will 
continue to make a significant contribution to the 

good of society by its active role in the Campaign for a 
New Spirit. 


Rally for a New Spirit of Pusan and 
South Kyongsang Provincial 
Buddhist Chapter 

September 6, 1978 
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The New Spirit Is the Source 
of Spirt tual Health 


When plants come into brilliant flower and trees put 
forth green leaves, nature communicates its vitality to 
us. You students gathered here today to absorb 
knowledge in preparation for a better future are like 
nature absorbing water to put forth green foliage and 
bear good fruit in anticipation of summer and autumn. 
Your commitment today to put the New Spirit into 
practice is certain to bear more abundant fruit than any 
tree. 

Today we are expanding the New Spirit campaign to 
high school campuses across the nation, making this 
rally particularly meaningful and important. 

Though we may not always be aware of it, nothing is 
more important in life than health. Health is the main- 
spring of all human activity. Health is essential 
whether one wishes to become a great athlete or to pur- 
sue learning and technical skills. When a man with a 
weak stomach eats rich food he develops indigestion 1n- 
stead of taking in nourishment. In the same way, the 
health of the mind is also very important. The New 
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Spirit represents values which ensure a sound mj 
Just as a strong stomach is preferable to rich food — 
sound mind is preferable to any learning and skill i 
sound mind is a prerequisite for acquiring 
for meeting the challenges of life. 

Adding years to age does not automatically make a 
man greater. Age only truly matures a man insofar as 
he or she cherishes relevant values. Even a well. 
educated person may sometimes prove to be of Mean 
character if he lacks a sound moral foundation in life, 
There is an old saying which distinguishes the wise 
from the small-minded: ‘‘Wise men improve their 
character day by day because they abide by fair and 
upright ways, thus attaining nobility of character and 
enlightenment, while small-minded people get worse 
day by day because they are swayed by greed for per- 
sonal gain, thus sinking into degradation.” 

We often say that students and young people are the 
pillars of the nation. In fact, the sound growth of 
students holds out the best promise for the future of 
the country. Therefore, the orientation and value stand- 
ards of the student population will have a decisive in- 
fluence on the future of the country, a fact which en- 
hances the significance of our meeting here. 

Your goal in learning is to shape a better life and 
become great men in the future. Learning is essential 
to a meaningful life. The object of learning is the 
cultivation of the virtues of loyalty, filial duty and 
respect for the proprieties. The practice of these virtues 
leads to a decent way of life, directing ambitious young 
People in the path of the sages and heroes of old. 

Admiral Yi Sun-shirt who preserved the nation 
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against foreign invasion, brave soldiers who died 
mugging exploding grenades to save their colleagues, 
we admirable mothers who raise their children well 
despite many difficulties — all these furnish examples 
to society of the spirit of chung. Those who are deeply 
committed to chung and dedicated to accomplishing 
their mission in life inspire the deepest admiration. 
They face up to the challenges of life. Great things can 
be achieved when the spirit of chung is given an op- 
portunity. But a man without the spirit of chung finds 
himself committing grave errors when faced with great 
challenges. 

We are apt to ignore the importance of constant 
readiness to fulfill our responsibilities day by day. At 
the same time, we are well aware that not infrequently 
a seemingly minor act of irresponsibility can cause 
great harm to our neighbors and colleagues as for 
example in the case of accidental explosions. 

Man is concerned as much with human happiness as 
with human accomplishment. One who is not grateful 
for life at the moment can hardly enjoy a blessed life for 
ever. We tend to look back to the good old days as the 
happiest. This is usually because of an obsession with 
excessive desires and regret for present inadequacies. 
But when we think of the past, we remember only the 
good. You know the story of the man who was always 
complaining about his old shoes. He stopped com- 
Plaining when he met a man missing both legs. When 
we are ill in bed, we complain about bad health. But 
when we are in good health, are we thankful and con- 
tented? Are we grateful for our parents while they are 
alive and with us? 
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There is an old saying: ‘Children should know the 
ages of their parents.’ For one thing, children should 
be grateful for the gift of good health and long life 
which their parents enjoy; for another, they should be 
conscious that the time left to their parents wil] Dass 
quickly and they should serve them well while they 
may. 

By cherishing chung and hyo in our innermost hearts 
and translating them into observance of the 
proprieties, we are reasserting human virtues which 
have passed into oblivion, while at the same time 
achieving remarkable economic development. We 
should take due pride in the history of the nation and 
reaffirm our mission as heirs to a proud past. 

The expression “an honorable history’’ has con- 
notations of building a great empire or an extravagant 
culture. If superficial greatness and grandeur are at- 
tained by invading other countries and causing painful 
deprivation, such splendor and wealth are-not to be con- 
sidered honorable. Our history abounds in stories of 
suffering and deprivation. Throughout our long 
history, however, our people have displayed an 

inherent love of peace; we never inflicted upon others 
any pain which we were unwilling to suffer ourselves. 
We never did harm to our neighbors. At the same time, 
we have tenaciously resisted foreign invasions, striving 
always to maintain independence and self-reliance. The 
story of the Korean people represents a truly honorable 
history. As storms make oak trees take deeper root, S0 
hard work and sacrifices true to the spirit of the nation 

and commitment to ending poverty once and for all 

have made our great history take stronger root. It is 
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giv ssion to sublimate and perfect this noble and 
deeply rooted history; clean and upright minds are 
essential for the accomplishment of this mission. 

However, simple affirmation of the New Spirit is not 
enough. Our resolutions will not bear fruit without 
great personal effort to make the New Spirit a vital 
reality. It has been said that “‘lofty aspirations are in 
peril when not supported by learning, and the desire for 
goodness and justice will prove futile unless supported 
by learning.’’ By learning we mean continuous effort 
and study. The path to a just and beautiful way of life 
requires lifelong devotion. 

No sane person willingly trades his most treasured 
asset for something else, especially against his own in- 
terest. Yet there are some who do precisely this. They 
sell their conscience. 

Everyone wants to act with wisdom, and wisdom 
stems from sincerity. We should recognize the fact that 
good faith and credibility is the only way to success. 
Otherswise, we are groping for truth in vain. Truth is 
not far to seek and we should not go far to seek it. The 
path to righteousness lies in loyalty, filial piety and ob- 
servance of the proprieties. Students are expected to 
grow to be good citizens, to be leading lights in society. 
It is my heartfelt wish that you accept this challenge 
and make it a reality. 


Rally for a New Spirit at Kyonggi Girls ’ High School 
April 21, 1978 


* Yi Sun-shin (1545-1611)—The naval hero of the Yi dynasty 
(1372-1910) designed a turtle-shaped destroyer-type boat 
and annihilated the invading Japanese eet soe 
Korean coast. 
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The fact that the Campaign for a New Spirit has 
begun to take firm root in middle and high schools 
holds great hope for the future, laying a foundation for 
ongoing prosperity in this country. 

Asa garment is sure to ravel if the knot is not tied af- 

ter sewing, so a thing once begun must be properly 
completed. Our commitment to the practice of the New 
Spirit and our endeavor to translate it into concrete ac- 
tion in every aspect of life will go a long way toward im- 
planting a new morality and a new value system in our 
society. Values so established can only be steadily 
sustained and developed generation after generation by 
education in the objectives of the Campaign for a New 
Spirit. This meeting today is an effort to “‘tie the knot” 
and bring it to fruition. 

You must have heard many times at school that 
“knowledge is power.” To know is important indeed, 
but what we know is more important. In our country 
today the old distinction between the upper and lower 
classes no longer exists, but we can hardly say that all 
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are equal. The character - a individual at the present 
time is judged by how filial he is to his parents, how 
well he does his work, and how well he observes the 
proprieties. The Campaign for a New Spirit based on 
chung, hyo and ye has increased our perception of this 
truth by the active popular response which it has 
aroused throughout the nation. 

The knowledge each student acquires ought to be 
built on the foundation of a true humanity. It goes 
without saying that building character precedes all 
other learning. Suppose a man proficient in a foreign 
language goes abroad but he is incapable of talking 
about his country with pride and conviction. What use 
is his command of language? 

Some say that the honorifics and different levels of 
respect used in the Korean language are difficult to 
grasp. But I wonder if such people are not really shift- 
ing the blame from themselves to the language. I won- 
der how much interest they have taken in the problem 
and what efforts they have made to overcome it. If we 
are going to claim to be a cultured people, we should not 
expect everything to be simple. Granting that rules of 
conduct are a little rigid, we should try hard to learn 
them and get accustomed to them. If we fail in this, our 
conduct will automatically fall far below the required 
standards of decorum. 

The reward of a cultural heritage and the acquiring of 
knowledge consists not so much in volume as in quality 
and harmonious balance. A room filled with valuable 
and cherished articles is not necessarily beautiful. On 
the other hand, a room with a few pieces of furniture 
Placed in the right place can achieve an excellent at- 
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mosphere of balance and harmony. 

Our Campaign for a New Spirit impels us to reflect 
on and remedy all wrongs in all areas of our life The 
New Spirit thus forged will show us the right direction 
toward our goal. 

We make it a rule to reflect every day on what ee 
have done, to turn over a new leaf every day. And yet 
we always feel inadequate; all human beings feal 
inadequate. What happens if we neglect this soy]. 
searching? The results are catastrophic. 

Consider the newly rich. Their complacency and 
arrogance over their windfall riches and fame are 
potent destructive forces. We must always preserve a 
sense of humility before Heaven, not just in time of 
hardship. We should always look to Heaven with 
reverential fear. This is equivalent to being in awe of 
one’s own mind. 

Therefore, the New Spirit must be renewed day after 
day. You can be confident that you have become a new 
man once this habit of continuous renewal has been 
formed. Our traditional culture took fifty centuries to 
develop. Rome was not built in a day. No one becomes a 

skilled carpenter overnight. Practice is the best master. 

After we have built a new society on the firm rock of 
the New Spirit, the future generations in this land will 
attribute to our generation the phenomenal economic 
growth and the solid edifice of spiritual culture we have 
achieved. They will thank us for the benefits they en- 
joy, unshaken by the wind of materialism, and all 
because of our efforts today. 

On the one hand, we must thank our ancestors for 
their toil and sacrifices and on the other we must strive 
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hard to become ancestors of whom our posterity may 


be proud. ; 
pride is a great force. During the years of Japanese 


colonial rule politically inspired Japanese scholars 
distorted the history of Korea in order to crush our 
pride. The pride of a nation is its life and the 
springboard for its development. So long as all of us 
take intense pride in being Korean and observe the 
spirit of chung, hyo and ye, we will be very careful to 
observe due decorum especially in foreign countries, 
because any other attitude would be beneath our 
dignity as Koreans. 

Our pride in being Korean has been reinforced by the 
many adversities and ordeals we have endured in 
history. These adversities, internal and external, suc- 
cessfully met and overcome, have enabled us as a 
nation to rise from the depths and lay the groundwork 
for prosperity today. We have been able to cope with 
the challenges of a new era with imagination and for- 
titude. 

They say that suffering and care make a man, while 
comfort and ease make a devil. With hindsight, we can 
now see that the many trials and difficulties of the past 
steeled our national character and prepared us for this 
modern period of nation building. The literally 
miraculous economic growth of this country, the legacy 
of a spiritual culture which can effectively combat the 
threat of materialism, the wisdom of pursuing an af- 
fluent spiritual world as well as an affluent material 
world—these are qualities representative of the 
Capacity and pride of a people who have weathered all 
Storms, 
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Few nations of the world are ruined by trials { 
tribulations, however formidable they may be. os 
causes of a nation’s fall are not always to be found eh 
side the country but rather they consist more in Stick 
domestic factors as internal strife, luxurious life style 
or the inability~to adapt social structures to the 
prevailing conditions of the time. 

The Empire of Sui which lorded it over united China 
in ancient times could not conquer Koguryo which was 
armed with a strong spirit. The dynasty came to an end 
after exhausting its resources and national might in a 
succession of aggressive wars. And Koguryo, Strong as 
it may once have been, collapsed in the course of time 
not so much because of external threats as because of 
internal rivalries. 

Silla which was the most backward of the Three 
Kingdoms broke out of its backwardness and enjoyed 
the honor of unifying the Three Kingdoms. Silla was 
noted for her spiritual power, for the unity of her 
people, and for the spirit of Hwarangdo by which one 
identified oneself with the state and was inspired to 
fight and lay down one’s life for one’s country. This 
serves as a good lesson in history. 

It is important for us to be united, to practice thrift, 
and to adhere to strong spiritual values and sound 
morality in order that we may keep pace with the 
Progress of society. Here we should take note of the 
fact that the unification of Korea by Silla was not 
achieved until the seven-year struggle to oust the 
‘roops of Tang from Korea was successfully completed. 
Tang intervened in the affairs of Korea on the pretext 
of helping to unify the country. Thus, the mere 
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conquest of Koguryo and Paekje by Silla did not mean 
the unification of the country in the true sense. 

Dependence on foreign powers for Purposes of in- 
dependence and war entails undesirable consequences. 
A country which continues to rely upon foreign powers 
and which cannot handle its own affairs is not a fully in- 
dependent country. 

This country faces many difficulties at the present 
time. When a society is striving hard for growth and 
creativity, challenges and trials from without may lend 
an impetus to development. The threat from north 
Korea compels us to be united in intense anti- 
communism, and the moral and social confusion 
resulting from a high degree of industrialization com- 
pels us to pursue strong spiritual values. Long con- 
tinuing poverty prompted the New Community 
Movement for a better life. The last oil shock brought 
about streamlined management to strengthen the 
fabric of business and industry. The demand for skilled 
labor in the resource-rich Middle East afforded our 
country an opportunity to enhance its national prestige 
by sending skilled workers abroad. 

As a house inhabited by a good family is a good 
house, so a country inhabited by a great people, even 
though that country has only limited resources, is a 
great country. Students like you assure a brilliant 
future for the nation. You are a treasured asset, the 
guarantee of a prosperous future, and each of you is 
called upon to practice the New Spirit. 

Inauguration of the Middle and High School 


Student Federation for a New Spirit in Pusan 
June 19, 1978 
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Self-confidence is fundamental to the progress of any 
community or individual. We have excellent grounds 
for saying, “We can make it if we try.” Our nation, 
which has achieved remarkable progress, is united in 
this belief. This bears witness to the vast potentialities 
of such self-confidence. In the first stage we endure 
hardships with self-confidence, and in the second stage 
we take pride in what has been achieved through hard 
work. That pride forms the basis upon which the 
achievement is maintained and promoted. 

We are now at the stage when we must complete our 
development with due pride, but one essential task 
must first be performed. This is to lay a firm foundation 
of spiritual culture which will direct and inform the 
progress of material culture. This foundation must be 
laid firmly in our hearts. It is imperative then that we 

re-examine our traditional culture and endeavor to 
revive the essence of that culture adapting it where 
necessary to the conditions of the times. The influence 
of a time-honored culture is so far-reaching and 


82 


The Spirit of Chung and Hyo 


: ofound that it comes to acquire particular ways of ex- 
F aeatel with distinct nuances of meaning. To say that 
one serves or respects one S parents with all one’s heart 
, different from saying that one deeply loves one’s 
parents. The former expression appeals more to the 
heart of a Korean. The expression is deeply rooted in 
our culture, and it is precisely this cultural tradition 
which should stir our hearts to carry out this campaign 
for spiritual renewal. 

It is said that one man’s fault is another man’s 
lesson. If one society suffers from various con- 
tradictions and ill effects as a result of fast industrial 
growth and material affluence, should another society 
which witnesses this follow in its footsteps? Efforts 
made in advance to preclude social ills are no less im- 
portant than introducing and upgrading institutions 
and facilities for social welfare afterward. 

Children who experience the despair of a broken 
home long not for an orphanage, but for a wholesome 
home environment. Lonely old people prefer dear and 
dutiful children to excellent facilities in an old folk’s 
home. Mental instability or loneliness deriving from ex- 
treme egoism or extreme individualism cannot be 
treated effectively in a hospital. The wisdom which tells 
us to look after our bodies and thus prevent disease 
also tells us to take care to put social order and morals 
on a sound footing, thus preserving ourselves from in- 
firmities of the mind. 

In the present age men tend to measure rewards for 
all labor in excessively material terms, ignoring the 
greater value of prouder and happier rewards. Le 1S 
just another manifestation of the evils of materialism. 
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Many sick people come to see a kind, at 
doctor, trusting him completely, and t 
greater reward in the high trust whi 
place in him. 

Suppose a hotel or a restaurant attract 
bers of customers by its wide reputation for Cleanlineg 
and kind service; one who visits there will leave re 
place with a favorable impression and wil] Not fail to 
return. What greater reward could the Proprietors 
have? Suppose a person is recognized by everybody 
around him as an honest man in whom one can trust 
anything without misgivings. The recognition of 
trustworthiness itself is a priceless reward. A friendly 
student with a strong sense of responsibility, trusted 
by his teachers and classmates, or a teacher to whom 
we feel so indebted that we do not forget him even 
after leaving school —these are some common examples 
illustrative of the pleasure, pride and reward inherent 
in virtuous conduct. 

The practice of virtue makes a man mature, and 
chung, hyo and ye which this Campaign for a New 
Spirit is trying to promote are the fundamental virtues. 
The spirit of loyalty and filial duty have much in com- 
mon. Gratefulness and modesty are characteristic of 
both. There is a saying that the stem, bark, branches, 
leaves and fruit of a great tree grow on rainwater that 
has fallen from the clouds. We take this for granted; it 
1s a logical statement and everyone acknowledges its 
truth. We can be equally certain that we owe to our 
parents what we are today; we owe to our country the 
oo of talent and skills, and we owe ay our 

*Y Doth the decent life and happy home life we 
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enjoy. We should always be conscious of chung and 
hyo, conscious of the unlimited nature of parental love, 
conscious of the unlimited value of nationality. 

The earth rotates at a speed of 28 800 kilometers an 
nour, and yet we feel nothing. Around the clock we 
preathe an almost unlimited air mass of two million 
tons and yet we rarely think about it. It is the enor- 
mous realities in life that we sometimes tend to 
overlook. Similarly we tend to lose sight of the 
unlimited nature of parental love and the great 
beneficence of our country. 

The analogy between the state and parents has its 
counterpart in the old adage that chung and hyo are 
identical. Repudiating their past affiliation with the 
pro-north Korean federation of Korean residents in 
Japan, many of our compatriots are visiting their home 
country. We open our arms to them like parents warm- 
ly welcoming back a wayward son. We anguished 
about the fate of a Korean Air Lines airplane which 
crash-landed in a foreign country. We secured the 
repatriation of the passengers and joined together to 
give thanks after their safe return. 

The entire nation takes pride in the successes of our 
athletes, technicians and musicians in international 
events just as parents applaud the successes of their 
children. The state stands guarantee for domestic firms 
in their transactions with foreign countries and 
protects home industries by restricting imports until 
these industries can stand on their own. 

We do not really appreciate our homes or country un- 
til we leave for other shores. I can well understand the 
sentiments of those who tell us how they miss their 
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country when abroad, or those who cannot 
their happiness when reunited with their famili 
a long absence. 

Devotion to daily duty, abiding by socia] order anq 
bringing credit to one’s country are analogous to the ef. 
fort to keep one’s parents in peace and comfort and to 
reflect honor on one’s parents by contributing to 
society. 

If we appreciate our country with the same Sense of 
urgency and fervor with which we wish for rain during 
summer drought, and if we value our country as we 
value and spare a drop of water during the dry season, 
our spiritual movement will bear abundant fruit anq 
assure us a promising future. The outcome will 
represent the brilliant fruition of a 50-century-old 
history, a reward for the sacrifices our forefathers made 
to preserve this land. We should prove ourselves wor. 
thy of the proud tradition of the past. 

A glance over past history shows that the Korean 
people have not been daunted by crises; rather crises 

have stirred up national consciousness. For example, 
the Mongol invasion during the Koryo dynasty failed in 
its purpose. Instead it served to forge and heighten 
national consciousness. It created an awareness of 
homogeneity going back to Tangun. The external 
pressure was sufficient to make Koreans rise above old 
differences stemming from earlier division of the penin- 
sula into the three kingdoms of Koguryo, Silla and 
Paekje, and to unite against a common enemy. . 
The very length of Korean history, spanning as It 
does fifty centuries, is in itself indicative of the 1™ 
dependence and self-reliance of our culture. Otherwis¢, 
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Korea would have been absorbed long a 
neighboring big powers. 

Many a strong nation which once wielde 
fluence has been blotted off the map. Thes 
all their great military power were devoid of cultural in- 
tegrity and thus submitted to assimilation by a foreign 
country. The succession of invasions of oyr land by 
foreign powers is further proof of the self-reliance of our 
people, for had it not been for sustained resistance to 
alien influence, our country could not have survived 
these invasions. 

Not only should we be grateful to our forefathers for 
the sufferings they endured for our sake but we should, 
without arrogance, strive hard to see that they have 
not suffered in vain. 

The saying that heavy work in youth is quiet rest in 
old age effectively illustrates the process of how over. 
coming hardships molds and cultivates a personality. 
As an uncut gem does not sparkle, so our people will 
not accomplish much unless they fully harness their 
ample capacity for building a great nation. 

How to contribute to humanity is a subject of 
frequent discussion. But we cannot make a con- 
tribution until we have built a great nation, and 
building a great nation depends, I might add, on how 
great each individual member of the nation is. 
Whenever we go outside the Korean peninsula, we 
must always act as befits Korean citizens proud of their 

nationality. This will ultimately lead to a.contribution 
to humanity. 

They say that constancy is the secret of success. ne 
flame of the New Spirit will not be ignited by fitful 
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match strokes. We must push forward if we are 


the flame alive. As every flame needs fye] * kee 
burning, so the flame of the New Spirit needs q eo 
© fuel 


of our unflinching enthusiasm and devotion. 
The future of the nation is entrusted to each 
every one of you students. I trust that you will een 
the resolutions taken today into action with yt put 
zeal and devotion. Most 


Inauguration of the Middle and High 
School Student Federatign 

for a New Spirit in Seou| 

June 21, 1978 
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Shaking hands with ; dae Ae} F 
cheering citizens following a New Spirit rally in 
North Cholla Province (April 28, 1977) - ; é 


Social Climate and Happiness 


Having emerged through hard work from a long 
history of poverty and having achieved rapid national 
development, we are now in a position to pause and 
reflect on how we can live with a full and vibrant 
humanity. This we must do in terms of our traditional 
culture which our forefathers passed down to us. 

Our unique civilization has not been tailored to suit 
the changing realities of successive periods which have 
fed indiscriminately on alien civilizations without 
adequate digestion, thus creating social confusion and 
economic distress. Our efforts are directed to ad- 
justment and harmonization so that we may build the 
foundation of a spiritual culture to prop up society 
today. Through this spiritual renewal we will be able 
to adapt well to the dazzlingly fast changes of the 
world community, and at the same time nurture a 
capacity to deal successfully with sophisticated 
material civilization. . 

An area crowded with industrial plants pr oduces ill 
effects because of lack of anti-pollution facilities, and 
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even good medicine will, when misapplied or taken ; 
overdoses, cause ill effects. Similarly the ill effects : 
advances in material civilization result from the ti, 
ty of the human spirit which finds itself incapable of 
controlling matter. 

Not long ago we regarded the problems of Pollution 
and caring for aged people as something remote from 
us. Now we are confronted by these very problems. 
Considering the immense amount of money, labor and 
time required to purify our environment once it has 
been polluted, one is immediately aware of the im. 
mense difficulty of purifying public morals once they 
have been contaminated. We are doing our best now to 
rectify the situation before it is too late. 

All things should be used correctly. This is even 
true of the language we use every day. The Chinese 
character shin ( {@ ) meaning trust is made up of two 
component characters — in ( A ) meaning man and 
eon (&) meaning word. This suggests strongly that 
the words of a man must be trustworthy. If not, 
widespread mutual distrust will arise. 

An ancient sage once pointed out: “The people of 
old did not use words rashly, for they were afraid of 
not being able to do what they said.”” A society which 
sets such great store by mutual faith and confidence is 
sure to be a good and happy society. If a person 
breaks his word of honor for selfish purposes, if he 
demands extortionate prices for manufactures oF sells 

harmful foods and products through sensational ad- 
vertising, he is bound to sow distrust among the 
people around him in other promises and goods. The 
man who cheats will also suspect others of lying 4? 
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eating. Such experiences tend 
mse a climate of mutual aieiiet pica ene 
The man who pollutes the air or a river must b 
that air or drink that water as long as he live ae 
earth. In precisely the same way, the man ie ‘a a 
distrust must also suffer the consequences So ie 
later, the evil he generates will poison the a ie 
his parents and his children. ae eee 
Rights involve duties. The greater the right 
the greater the duties become. This means es es 
are duty-bound to respect themselves before the 5 
hope to be respected by others. It is this fee si 
respect for humanity which makes us take ars ; 
possible measure to save the life of a man trapped a 
mining accident or of a man on the point of drownin : 

We all know the expression, ‘a man worse fae 
a beast,’’ and we know that there are people among us 
who deserve to be so classified. We must make certain 
that we never fall into that category. We must not be 
the rotten fruit which destroys the barrel. Once decay 
begins, a fruit keeps on decaying. But man is different. 
Man can stop his own decay if he so decides. 

You students armed with the New Spirit, growing in 
loyalty, filial piety and observance of the proprieties 
will, I believe, become dependable pillars of the state, 
dependable because spiritually motivated. 


Inauguration of the Middle and 

High School Student Federation 
for a New Spirit in Kyonggi Province 
September 11, 1978 
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Students cherish grand dreams for the future and 
pursue their studies with the realization of these 
dreams as objective. It is an important period of life, a 
period when you are expected to set your heart on 
specific goals and begin the work of achieving them. As 
idealistically motivated young people, you have a very 
important contribution to make to this Campaign for a 
New Spirit. 

All men in this world seek happiness. All men do 
their best to achieve happiness. It is central to this en- 
deavor, I believe, to quickly open one’s eyes to sound 
values and to immerse oneself in them. Those of you 
students who are committed to a life in the spirit of 
chung, hyoand ye have already found the true values. I 

am convinced that living these values will create 
mature and noble-minded people. 

The values we believe in and abide by are a decisive 
influence in our lives. In olden times great scholars of 
this country lived up to the highest standards of honor 
and justice without regard for personal material gain. 
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values influence not only individuals but also families 
arid communities. Family tradition heavily influences 
the way of thinking and behavior patterns of children, 
while social mores have a great impact upon the con- 
duct of members of the community. 

The Campaign for a New Spirit is intended to direct 
the climate of society toward correct values. The values 
which emerge from wholehearted dedication to the 
cause of this spiritual movement will ensure a bright 
future for every member of the community, and this 
blessing in turn will be passed on to posterity. 

The present moment is critical. It is a decisive 
moment for the future of this country — a moment 
which will decide whether or not we will emerge as a 
truly advanced country building continuously on the 
basis of national power which has been achieved 
through hard work. 

It is often said that a man with a slightly weak 
stomach lives longer. This suggests that man tends 
toward arrogant overconfidence on very flimsy 
grounds. Overconfident of good health, some people get 
ill by overeating, overdrinking, and indulging in other 
irregular habits, displaying a careless attitude to 
health. On the other hand, the person who is reasonably 
concerned about his health tends to take good care of 
himself and to live toa greater age. 

In the Yi dynasty the government did not listen to Yi 
Yul-gok* when he advocated raising a 100,000-strong 
army to resist foreign invasion. This was because court 
and people, long steeped in indolence, turned deaf ears 
to timely advice. l 

In the midst of increasing affluence, we must sti 
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practice economy, making every effort to arrest th, : 
flationary trend being caused by swelling ee in. 
must develop the characteristics of an advance ie We 
refraining from hoarding and profiteering and on 
same time effecting as much economy and sayin, the 
possible. In this way we must try to keep the on a‘ as 
luxury, waste and selfishness which accompa of 
material affluence from striking roots in our hearts a 
an accident-free driving record, however good a eee 
one may be, it is essential to be always alert and 
restrained and to keep one’s car well maintained 
Similarly with the human heart, good maintenance 
through daily reflection is essential. Otherwise, a 
desirable social climate will not be engendered. 

If a river is channeled in one direction, its course will 
run in that direction. In the same way, we should chan- 
nel our lives in the direction of loyalty, filial duty and 
observance of the proprieties until these virtues are 
firmly established. A man who does not preserve 
loyalty, filial piety and the proprieties runs counter to 
the path of rectitude and will certainly cause harm. 

There is nothing worse than the lack of good faith. 
We see in newspapers many reports of accidents and 
disasters which may be attributed in large part toa 
lack of good faith. Adulterated food or substandard 
merchandise are produced by manufacturers lacking in 
good faith; a boat capsizes as a result of irrespon- 
sibility which leads to loading beyond the legitimate 
capacity; a salesman ignorant of the fact that honesty 
is the best policy demands an absurdly high price. All 

these illustrate a lack of good faith. 

Disloyalty germinating in the mind of a single perso 
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can bring untold damage and grief upon many people. 
In the light of this we realize that we cannot find peace 
of mind without practicing chung. For students good 
faith or loyalty demands hard study. Otherwise 
examinations will be extremely difficult and the end 
result will be unwarranted worry and anxiety for 
parents and teachers. 

Chung, hyo and ye are the means by which we chart a 
path through life worthy of man. However, the means 
will be of no use at all unless they are effectively em- 
ployed. -It is rather like having an excellent compass, 
but refusing to follow the pointer north. One will never 
reach the North that way. 

Senior citizen leaders representing a number of cities 
and counties are present at this rally today. Many 
senior citizens are devoting their declining years to 
service to the community through drives for youth 
guidance and conservation of nature. The Student 
Federation for a New Spirit and the members of the 
service corps have committed themselves to com- 
munity activity beyond immediate family boundaries. 
“Even a bushel of jade will not be treasured unless 
the stones are strung together,”’ the old saying goes. In 
the same way, the Campaign for a New Spirit will surge 
into strength solidifying the foundation of our spiritual 
life when our senior citizens work together with stu- 
dents in one mind and in close bonds of mutual 
cooperation. 

From now on senior citizens are asked to give good 
counsel and guidance to our young people just as they 
would to their own grandchildren, and students are 
called upon to cultivate greater respect for their elders. 
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If we succeed in creating a society where se 
and young people work together in mutu 
the achievement of common goals, our ra 
have paid a handsome dividend. 


Nior Citizens 
al respect for 
lly today wil} 


Inauguration of the Middle and High Sch 
00 


Student Federation for a New Spirit 
K "l 
in Kangwon Province 


September 21, 1978 
* Yi Yul-gok (1536-84)—Great Confucian scholar in the middle 


of the Yi dynasty. He was one of the most prominent 
figures in the neo-Confucian school of Korea. 
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Of all the many ancient adages the following 
probably strikes the most responsive chord within us. 
“Thought is the wind, and knowledge is the sail; 
mankind is the vessel.’’ Our rally today will be 
meaningful and rewarding if it serves to implant a new 
resolve and determination in the minds of all of us to 
enrich our spiritual world on the basis of sound values 
and to guide our path through life on the basis of-firm 


‘conviction and right reason. 


History tells us that thought is a decisive factor in 
determining not only the fate of the individual but also 
the fate of a society. It is reasonable to expect that the 
quiet ripples of our spiritual movement will grow intoa 
powerful wave which will sweep through society borne 
by our firm belief and devotion. 

Changes in the spiritual world and the formulation of 
thought do not come about overnight either in the in- 
dividual or in society. Students who are studying hard 
now to shape a better life in the future should endeavor 
to formulate correct values through constant soul- 
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searching and self-examination. This rally today ; 
pected to go a long way toward achieving that nae a 

The chivalry of Hwarangdo was the basis fo, Sil 
unification of the Three Kingdoms in medieya] St : 
and the current New Community Movement A 
brought about the economic self-sufficiency oF 
prosperity which characterize this country today 
Whatever work one may undertake, sound thought and 
values hold the key to success. The themes of the Cam- 
paign for a New Spirit are spreading and | firmly 
believe that this campaign will be the foundation of a 
profound spiritual culture if all our countrymen lend 
their support. 

Hothouse flowers bloom even in winter; not so 
flowers in the heart of a mountain. Likewise, the flower 
of a New Spirit will not be brought into bloom all over 
the country by spasmodic efforts, though it may bloom 
in the hearts of a few people. The nationwide 
blossoming of Saemaum must come as naturally and 
spontaneously as the blessing of the spring breeze. 

Heaven will not change the destiny of a man who is 
unwilling to change his own destiny, the saying goes. 
No matter how many opportunities may be given, if we 
are not able to take advantage of them, these op- 
portunities will be lost. The finest marble may be scat- 
tered all around us, but unless it is put into building a 
house, what use is it? Adequate rain and sunshine will 
not assure the crop unless we have previously sown the 

seed. 

We must make efforts to achieve. The grander the 
dream, the greater the effort should be. We dream of @ 
Society with a profound spiritual culture where me? 
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may live in happiness blessed With human un- 
derstanding and compassion. We must give all our 
heart tothe effort so that Heaven may he moved té 
hear us. 

It is often pointed out that our country despite the 
jack of natural resources has suffered frequent 
aggression from foreign powers. But this country 
poasts a resource more valuable than any other — our 
national character forged and seasoned by hardships. 
Poverty and hardship are not welcome in themselves. 
But they can be put to good use. Our past history 
abounds in hardships so that our people called them- 
selves a people with many afflictions and frustrations. 
But there are many examples of self-made men who 
struggled through difficult circumstances. In the same 
way, our people have turned their frustrations into a 
will to achieve a better life. The phenomenal growth at- 
tained thus far is a proud monument of our industrious 
and determined national character. 

On the last Armed Forces Day our hearts were filled 
with pride at the imposing display of might by our 
armed forces, representing national preparedness for 
the defense of our country. This preparedness embodies 
the will and power of a people who are determined not 
to repeat the misery of usurped sovereignty and the 
tragedy of fratricidal conflict. 

Many social ills are reported from different parts of 
the world. Part of our own environment has already 
been contaminated. But the existence of these social ills 
should act as a stimulus for our spiritual movement, 
urging us to rededicate ourselves to the promotion of a 
New Spirit. 
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A room left uncleaned and dirty for a | 
breed moths and bugs. Our minds must a 
good order day after day. Keeping our 
order means renewing resolves at the start of every q 
and ending the day by reflecting on how these — ay 
have been kept. This is the best way of Strengthe 
the New Spirit and of building up the habit of acting 
one’s resolutions. va 

As disorder and poverty expose Society to Com. 
munist infiltration, so our minds, if left untended, wi] 
expose us to many temptations. 

Chung, hyo and ye may well be said to be the mirrors 
of our hearts. We must look into these mirrors to see jf 
we are dutiful and obedient to our parents, to see if we 
do our duties well and observe the proprieties jn 
dealings with our neighbors or colleagues. By doing so, 
we can take proper stock of our spiritual welfare. 

Finally, I hope that this rally today will be a 
meaningful experience for you all, and inspire you with 
greater hope for a more rewarding school life. 


ong time will 
180 be kept i, 
minds in 800d 
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Inauguration of the Middle and High School 
Student Federation fora New Spirit 

in North Kyongsang Province 

October 6, 1978 
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Exchanging opinions with local educational and civic leaders following 
a middle and high school student New Spirit rally in North Cholla Prov- 
ince (November 10, 1978) 


Looking Toward Broader 
Horizons 


Man is often described as a microcosm living in a 
macrocosm. Man is part of Mother Nature. For this 
reason many proverbs have their themes in nature.In- 
variably they speak of truths which guide human ac- 
tion. Sayings such as ‘‘After rain comes a calm,” “High 
regions are never without storms” or “Like tree, like 
fruit’’ are very relevant to the life of man. 

For man to lead a great and frutiful life, he must 
follow right paths. He must be true to his nature as 
man just as a rabbit must be true to its nature as rabbit 
and a tiger must be a tiger. For a man to be true to his 
nature as man means that a father should be like a 
father, a son like a son, an adult like an adult and a 
student like a student. It means that all men should 
join together to construct an orderly and harmonious 
society based on mutual affection and respect. Such a 
social climate will only be generated if all members of 
the community, regardless of age and sex, adhere to the 
spirit of chung, hyo and ye in every facet of their HVES: 

Throughout the history of mankind progress In 
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material civilization has contributed much to ; 
living standards. Industrial growth itself ; 
blame for any undesirable side effects. It is our faily 

to use industrial growth properly, our failure ef oh 
adequately with the side effects that causes a ea 
environment and other public nuisances. 

The minds of men who comprise an important Part of 
Mother Nature will also be subject to pollution unlegg 
they are thoroughly prepared to combat it. Weak roots 
and delicate branches do not bear good fruit. Suppose a 
person suddenly assumes an air of arrogance upon at. 
taining fame, or a society tends toward increasing ex. 
travagance, waste and selfishness on account of 
material wealth. This is proof of the absence of a sound 
and solid spiritual foundation. 

Self-reflection in the spirit of humility, resource. 
fulness in utilizing industrial development to the 
benefit of mankind, and a frugal and industrious life 
style even in the midst of affluence are some of the 
qualities which demonstrate conformity to the 
providence of nature. As the branches that bear most 
fruit hang lowest, so the modest and accomplished man 
is careful of his attitude toward others, even close 
acquaintances. This is typical of character which has 
been bred in loyalty, filial piety and observance of the 
proprieties. As Mother Nature is most beautiful when 
it follows natural providence, so man reaches greatness 
when he follows paths worthy of man. 

The rewards of chung, hyo and ye rest not only 
moral rectitude. These virtues are also a source of the 
greatest pride and pleasure. No one feels at ease while 
being unfilial to his parents. No one guilty of im 
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ropriety is welcomed by the community. No matter 
how trivial it may be, an ace of loyalty will reward the 
one who performed it with an unimaginably great 
delight. The harder one worked to perform the act, the 
greater will be the sense of achievements. 

After an arduous week’s work simple relaxation is a 
great joy. But a weekend even in a nice pleasure resort 
will not be enjoyabie at all for one who has idled away 
the preceding week. Sometimes we are prone to think 
that work is one thing and rest is quite another, and 
that happiness and labor are two distinct things. Hap- 
piness is produced by labor. We ought to learn that 
genuine reward and rest reside in hard and earnest 
work. In other words, the pride and pleasure of life are 
to be found in the practice of chung. Intense com- 
mitment to chung increases the feeling of recompense 
and delight. 

There is an old saying that great thoughts are 
cultivated in the midst of pain. The growth of the spirit 
of chung, hyo and ye — mainsprings of our traditional 
culture — through great tribulations over a long period 
of time shows the meaning of the adage. Our 
forefathers who nurtured these virtues were the master 
builders of that history replete with suffering, paving 
the way in the process for a great nation. We are now 
constructing a great river through the Campaign for a 
New Spirit. The water will flow along the way, and tee 
river we construct will keep flowing from generation to 
generation, washing our shores with the waves of the 
New Spirit. 

It is too late to be filial to one’s paren 
are already dead. One should have respecte 


ts when they 
dand served 
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them well while they were alive. Thus, timin 


. £ la 
decides the merit of the case. The observance rgely 


hyo and ye by our generation carries added eek 
because the New Spirit contributes not only t, 


present-day society but also to building future societ 
We may well take pride in laying the groundwork ae 
spiritual culture which will be crucial in s haping the 
future. 

Students must live up to this mission, taking pride jn 
translating the New Spirit into action. I expect you to 
become strong pillars of the nation, reflecting credit on 
your community and the country. 


Inauguration of the Middle and High School 
Student Federation for a New Spirit 

in North Chungchong Province 

October 23, 1978 
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As is true of any country, the future of Korea will be 
shaped by the combined input of each and every 
citizen and the collective spirit of all the citizens will 
constitute the spirit of the nation. Since our young 
people are treasures of the nation, we must see that 
our treasures stay clean and brilliant. 

No man can afford to give up learning. This is 
especially true of students. Throughout your school 
years you are growing strong roots which will send out 
luxuriant branches and bear rich fruit in life. Not only 
the fate of individual students but indeed the fate of 
the entire country depends on whether these roots 
grow strong and deep. The Campaign for a New Spirit 
at the student level is bound to have a decisive bearing 
upon the future of the nation. 

We have a proverb which says: “A tiger leaves a 
skin behind; a man leaves his name behind after 
death.” Some people live comfortably; others live in 
poverty. Sometimes people are happy; sometimes they 
are sad. After death, however, the only thing that 


109 


The New Spirit Movement 


remains is one’s name. A man’s name Ss 
character; his character speaks for his 
his dearest asset. 

A man who leaves a proud name behind him 
someone who has spent a lifetime exclusiy 
promoting personal gain but someone who has devoted 
himself to the welfare of his neighbors anq na 
munity. The more faithful one’s devotion to public is 
terest, the more radiant one’s name will be. 

Tangible results are not as important as earnest ef. 
fort in caring for others. Take for example a big 
hospital equipped with modern facilities and hundreds 
of beds capable of accommodating many patients, but 
notorious for neglecting underprivileged people and 
being unkind to all visitors. Such an institution is in. 
ferior to a small clinic which takes good care of one 
single patient with meager facilities but with the ut- 
most kindness. Here again we are reminded of the im- 
portance and greatness of the spirit of chung. 

As you know well, chung means doing one’s duty 
with all one’s heart and soul. Responsibilities are 
fulfilled when we go about our work in the spirit of 
chung; magnanimity flows from loyalty to other 
people. 

Magnanimity may be defined as an attitude of mind 
which stands in the other man’s shoes, with due 
regard for the other man’s position, and which does to 
others as it would be done by. 

A child munching at cookies in a store, a woman 
getting medical care at a hospital, or an elderly ge™ 


mind which is 


is not 
ely in 


tleman on a sightseeing tour—that child, that woman, 


that gentleman might be members of our own family. If 
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50, with what sort of attitude of mind should I sell 
those cookies, give medical attention to the woman or 

ide the elderly gentleman? Or what kind of service 
would I expect the store, or the tourist agency to give 
to my brother or my grandfather? 

If I were overcharged or taken ill from food poi- 

soning, would I accept the consequences peacefully 
and philosophically, resigned to the dark reality as it 
3? 
: To speak ill of others behind their backs, making up 
stories or exaggerating hearsay is surely despicable. 
We must constantly examine ourselves to see if we 
have stooped to such meanness. In this way we will be 
more alive to the significance of chung. 

If I wish my neighbors and friends to be courteous 
and kind to me, I should act likewise toward them. 
The spirit of chung tells us to examine ourselves to see 
if we have dealt honorably and justly with friends and 
neighbors or if we have not caused them in- 
convenience, rather than dwelling on what they should 
have done for us. 

It has been well said that the law is at the center of 
social order. However, law is apt to be put to evil use 
in a society lacking in wholesome moral standards. In 
such cases law can hardly contribute to maintaining 
stability and order in society. The New Spirit based on 
the spirit of chung, hyo and ye will lead us to put 
duties before rights, and to perform these duties. . 

Whether at home, at school, or at work, effective 
discharge of respective responsibility by everyone will 
forge and strengthen mutual ties between parents and 
children, teachers and students, superiors and subor- 
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dinates, and between colleagues. 
of such mutual cooperation wil 
to a harmonious social climate. 
We have gathered here today to lay the corne 
for a welfare state. The occasion catapults ys 


Ties knitted by bon 
1 not fail to Live ee 


i 
heightened awareness of the spirit of chung jive oe 
ye which comprise Saemaum. The New Sui ne 

is 


becoming our daily staff of life. It is a strong current 
of our time. Being alive to and participating actively in 
the current will help modern men keep abreast of the 
times. 

You all know the old saying: “If one has not set his 
heart on a certain object, one can neither see it with 
the eyes, hear it with the ears, nor taste it with the 
tongue.’’ Similarly it is often said that “‘the mind must 
be upright before the body can be cleansed.” Unless 
the mind is pure, no spectacular sight or moving 
passage will touch the heart. In fact an evil mind tends 
to pervert and abuse everything. Let us not become 
people who have eyes but cannot see, ears but cannot 
hear. If we hear a knock on the door of the mind, let us 
not miss the opportunity. 

Finally I hope that you students will spend your 
school-days in a most rewarding manner, bolstering 
your life in the future by your determination today. 


Inauguration of the Middle and High School 
Student Federation for a New Spirit 

in South Cholla Province 

October 27, 1978 
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Eternal Truth 


The spirit of chung, hyo and ye which our 
forefathers perceived as truths fundamental to life and 
passed on to us through patient practice have been 
rediscovered, refined, and resuscitated as the foun- 
dations of our current spiritual movement, demon- 
strating the eternal and immutable nature of truth. 

Things which change, things which at one time ap- 
pear right but with the passage of time are seen to be 
not right, such we cannot accept as truth. Like the law 
of nature truth never changes. It never tires us; it 
gives us fresh delight every time we meet it. For count- 
less years spring has given azaleas and forsythia, 
autumn has brought crimson foliage and winter has 
provided landscapes of snow. Man never wearies of 
nature. 

Everyone has parents. Since time immemorial men 
have congregated to form tribes or nations. They have 
lived in groups, playing different roles and 
establishing order. 

Despite ee in time and life style, the human 
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bonds between parents and children do not ¢ 
Ways of expression may change, but observance 
proprieties continues to provide society with or 
harmony. Brushing aside things old as out-of. 
useless is like casting treasures into the mud. 

The forbearance and wisdom our people have 
developed in the midst of great hardship may well be 
likened to a jewel just beginning to shed pearly radi. 
ance. It has not been easy performing a miracle of yn. 
precedented growth, winning the admiration of other 
nations for our industriousness, overcoming the scar. 
city of natural resources exacerbated by the recent oil 
shock, and effectively combating the ever-present 
danger of Communist aggression. 

A jewel remains a jewel even though it is cast by the 
roadside. The stout national character of our people 
has remained a jewel in spite of all tribulations. But an 
uncut jewel will not glitter. Therefore, we must nur- 
ture and refine our national character, preserve and 
develop its beauty and excellence. 

Korea was once called the “‘land of silk embroidery.” 
However, it cannot remain a beautiful land if we do 
not take good care of our natural surroundings. At 
present, we are renewing and refining our minds in the 
spirit of chung, hyo and ye. This is what the Campaign 
for a New Spirit aims at. 

Our efforts will bear fruit when the New Spirit takes 
deep root, driving out one by one undesirable: prac 
tices, both personal and social. Our renewed hearts 
will find expression in building a new society founded 
on sound values. 

The time will come when order and love overflows 
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Eternal Truth 
the length and breadth of the country and our 
restaurants and tourist spots will be so clean and kept 
in such good order that visitors from abroad will 
recognize and appreciate the true image of our people 
without any public relations effort on our part. 

The mission of achieving such a future has been 
thrust upon our generation. Students have an im- 
portant role to play in achieving this mission. You wil] 
reap what you have sown. The seed you have sown in 
your hearts when young will decide your fate. The 
child is father of the man; the student you are today is 
the adult you will one day become. 

In a drama, many actors play different roles. There 
are heroes and villains, each role being decided by the 
play itself. The roles we play in society, however, are 
assigned by ourselves. It is a matter of personal 
choice. One may be helpful to others and praised by 
the community, or one may be a villain who does harm 
and offers insult to one’s neighhbors. As long as com- 
mon sense prevails, no one will take on the role of a 
villain who is lazy, unkind and deceitful. If we seek to 
live every day with strong resolutions such as those 
usually made on New Year’s Day, we will be able to 
assign ourselves greater roles. 

Our rally today will take on added meaning if we 
follow it up with concrete action. The sight of the 
moon riding high in the night sky inspires some to 
discover the laws of nature, others to compose 
beautiful poems. Chung, hyo and ye are true human 
values, but the depth of perception and degree of prac- 
tice differs from person to person. 

You students are here today to renew your col 
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mitment to the New Spirit. I call upon 
rewarding future for our community a 
the basis of these values. 
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The Will to Open the Doors 
of the Mind 


When we talk of the brightest thing in the universe, 
we think of the sun. But it is not the sun but men who 
are the true lords of creation. We men who stand only a 
fathom tall and who must return to dust at the end of 
life can lay claim to being lords of creation only because 
our minds are so valuable. Thus the mind of man so 
highly cherished by Heaven must be brighter than the 
sun. 

The earth is very large, but the mind of man is much 
vaster than the earth, the mind with which parents 
love, raise and forgive their children. The warm glow of 
genial feelings experienced by a person who shares even 
a spoonful of food with another in need is more heart- 
warming than sunshine; the image of a man observing 
the proprieties in the spirit of chung and hyo is more 
graceful than any scenic beauty of nature. 

The opposite side of the coin is the attitude of a man 
who deviates from the right way to satisfy selfish 
desires, an attitude colder than winter’s wind; the mind 
of a person bent on fraud and scandal-mongering which 
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is uglier than any monster. Though the seas 
are translucently blue, though our landscap 
outstanding beauty, the earth will become 
our minds are not kept clean. Similarly, only a ereat 
and beautiful people will achieve a great and beautify] 
country. This is the objective of the Campaign for : 
New Spirit. 

Chung, hyo and ye which form the base of Saemaum 
may be likened to the sun in the sky. The sun has been 
shining over the earth from the same position for count. 
less thousands of years. In olden times, it was wor. 
shiped as the Sun God, and nowadays it is harnessed as 
a source of energy. 

The ways of chung, hyo and ye were expounded to 
the world by the sages of old as the just paths which 
men should follow. At times, these virtues were well ob- 
served; at other times, they were ignored. In some 
places they were accepted as great truths to serve as 
the foundation of a blessed spiritual culture; in other 
places they were underestimated or undermined by 
disorder and immorality. 

Whether accepted or not, truth is not subject to ar- 
bitrary change; it is like the sun which shines on all 
without discrimination. Sunshine helps the man who 
works hard raising crops. Truth also benefits and in- 

spires those who respect it and abide by it. 

The gate of the mind may only be opened from 
within, the saying goes. I believe the gate leading 
toward loyalty, filial duty and observance of the 
Proprieties may only be opened by our own will. It is a 
law of nature that many small things grouped together 
finally result in something great. Similarly acts done 1 
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The Will to Open the Doors of the Mind 


accordance with chung, hyo and ye, though small in 
themselves, are cumulatively most valuable because 
they are the groundwork upon which a New Spirit anda 
New Society will be built. The determination to act in 
accordance with the New Spirit finds expression in per- 
sonal habits and in social mores. 

There is a proverb that habit is at once our best 
friend and worst enemy. A good habit is a key to the 
greatest happiness. A confirmed malcontent, on the 
other hand, is never content with anything. Give him 
the whole cosmos, and still he will not be satisfied. 

It has been said that the man who is satisfied with 
and grateful for small things is the richest man in the 
world. His hard-earned habit of contentment and 
gratefulness is his happiness. We often seem to commit 
the folly of beating down the price of merchandise we 
buy, while pushing up the cost of happiness and 
satisfaction. 

The old saying goes: “To the eyes of a thief only 
money is visible.’’ Thus, a man who has fallen into evil 
ways always conceives things in an unjust light. On the 
other hand, a man awakened to the righteous way of 
humanity tries to help his neighbors and community in 
everything he does. He bears his share of responsibility 
under all circumstances. Such people are always well 
received and popular. 

The recent discovery of the third 1 
dug by the north Koreans inflamed our anger. . 
demonstrates their intent of communizing the ce i 
Korea by a fratricidal war such as the one launched 1 
1950. 

We are performing our 
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generation which will prove itself proud heir to a 
brilliant tradition handed down by our forefathers to 
posterity. Carrying a defense burden many times 
heavier than other countries, and inspired by the firm 
belief that only strong national power will bring about 
peaceful unification, we are striving to end poverty 
paving the path of our spiritual drive toward this goal. : 

A nation holds promise for the future only insofar as 
every member of the nation is deeply committed to his 
respective role and responsibility. It is for this reason 
that the concept of chung is interpreted as meaning 
doing all in one’s power to fulfill one’s duty. Doing 
one’s duty is the best service to the state. 

- The way of chung, hyo and ye will lead to a great con- 
tribution to humanity. As a lighthouse shows the right 
course for a ship, so a nation must be a model of justice 
and fairness so that other societies will emulate it and 
find their own road to happiness. The New Community 
Movement is a good example. Not only did it achieve 
phenomenal progress in Korea but it also provided a 
fine model for other countries. 

With renewed awareness of the ideals of the New 
Spirit, you must practice chung, hyo and ye with a 
sense of mission as students of Saemaum. By so doing 
you will bring glory to yourselves, your school and your 
community. I hope you will move steadily ahead in the 


knowledge that this is the best way to serve your coun- 
try and the entire human race. 


Inauguration of the Middle and High School 
Student Federation for a New Spirit 
in South Kyongsang Province 
November 2, 1978 
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Knowledge as the Light of Life 


The Campaign for a New Spirit which began last 
March has led to a fresh appreciation of our traditional 
culture, inspiring our minds to bring the flowers of 
spiritual culture into full glory. This is a good begin- 
ning. The rededication of middle and high school 
students in each province to the cause of the New 
Spirit demonstrates that this movement has spread 
nationwide in deed as well as in word and that it will 
evolve sound values in the future. 

I am most impressed by the fact that students im- 
mediately took the lead in the Campaign for a New 
Spirit. The successful inauguration of Middle and 
High School Student Federations for a New Spirit 
throughout the country is a very striking achievement 
on our part, bolstering our resolve in the process to 
make this campaign a lasting success. é 

The statement that of all knowledge that which 
lives is most important cer- 
tary effect on our gathering 
hat knowledge all 


123 


illumines and guides our 
tainly has had a very salu 
here today. We should pursue t 


The New Spirit Movement 


through life. Knowledge here means the ability to ¢ 

trol oneself. There is an old saying that the man a 
conquers himself is a victor far superior to the a 
who prevails over a million enemy on the battlefielg 
Let it be the dream of every student inspired by 


Saemaum to build up character, overcoming individual 


shortcomings and weaknesses. This will spur the Con- 
summation of our national character. 

Making less pretension to scholarship, the more 
learned one becomes; living simply although one has 
great wealth; observing the proprieties even among 
close friends—these are a few good examples of a per- 
sonality who has conquered self. If you act contrary to 
this, your hard-earned scholarship, your wealth and 
friendship will all be lost and ultimately you will 
destroy yourself. It is foolhardy to squander money 
and not save for tomorrow; to fall into disorder once 
peace has been restored; or to be discourteous toward 
parents and teachers, transgressing their feelings. 

As facial features vary from person to person, so 
character and future career vary. Regardless of the dif- 
ferences, however, we must walk a common path, the 
path of chung, hyo and ye. For as human beings we 
are endowed with a nobility and sublimity unique in all 
creation. The man who is swayed by lust for gold and 
fame to do what is morally wrong is incapable of self- 
control. He vanquishes his own nobility. 

Chung, hyo and ye are the hinges upon which the 
happiness of man rests, and man must not wander 
about in the wrong direction. It is one thing not to 
ingress eee it is quite another to take good care 

e disease. Likewise, to wish to win 
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aise from customers and to sell goods is one thing; 
working hard to improve and maintain the quality of 

roducts is another. ; . | 

We wish to live in a society overflowing with good 
will. But to what extent are we prepared to help our 
ess fortunate neighbors? Do we do our share to 

enerate an optimum social climate? An advanced 
country is created not by words but by painstaking ef- 
fort. We must make ourselves a first-class nation in or- 
der to deserve a correspondingly high estimation from 
the world community. 

Each man should make himself indispensable to 
society. Even a small gesture of compassion and help 
will do a lot for our neighbors. We must become people 
who contribute to our neighborhood and community. 
Modest practice of chung, hyo and ye will ensure a 
positive contribution. 

Not infrequently unhappiness is the clue which 
guides us to happiness we have not previously known. 
We do not appreciate having our parents alive with us 
until they are gone. Then when they are gone, we 
regret how indifferent we were to them. Very often the 
value of health is not perceived until one loses it. In- 
debtedness to one’s country is not felt until one goes 
abroad. In the same way, we are not grateful for the 


happiness we enjoy at this moment. . 

It is fortunate if one awakens to this fact abe 
belatedly , but it is better to appreciate it en a 
leave nothing to be sorry for later. When yea hae 
draws near, we often feel sadness for failure ae see 
resolutions made at the beginning of the ae she 
it not be better if we could flatter ourselves 
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past year has been a rewarding one during which we 
did our best? 

In the midst of war, peace is desired by all. But once 
peace is restored, the desire for peace soon disappears 
and fresh squabbles for trivial personal gain rear their 
heads. This is probably in the nature of man. As long 
as we remain thankful to our parents and country 
always, the path of chung and hyo will be open to us 
and nature will guide us to follow the path. 

As we advance in age and attain increased 
discretion, we acquire a greater obligation to exercise 
the spirit of loyalty and filial piety. A fretful baby 
crying at an injection prescribed to save its life is very 
different from an adult who is ready to suffer the pain 
philosophically in the knowledge that it is good for 
him. Likewise, we must shake off bad childhood habits 
and reach mature manhood. We must be sufficiently 
grown up to thank our parents and teachers even 
when they scold us. 

With today’s inauguration of the student federation 
your Campaign for a New Spirit has completed the 
significant initial stage. Drawing a lesson from the 
maxim that digging nine fathoms will not constitute 
sinking a well unless water is reached, the deter- 
mination of students to renew their hearts and to im- 
prove the social climate should become increasingly 
deeper. . 

The human mind can err, but that does not mean It 
should be discarded like a rotten apple. A man who 
once was lazy but is no longer so is like the moon that 
has broken out of the clouds to shine over the world. 
With minds bright like moonlight everywhere, the 
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New Spirit will be here to stay. 

They say that nothing is more visible than a hidden 
object, nothing more distinct than something small. 
Although the mind is not visible to the eye, we clearly 
see that its resolution and action cause drastic 
changes in society. No one can tell the exact date on 
which spring begins, and yet nothing is more tangible 
than the feel of spring. The thawing snow and the 
flowers blooming one by one clearly divest nature of 
its winter garment. The season of fruitfulness in this 
Campaign for a New Spirit will come in like manner. 

We may well consider that the bearing of fruit 
signifies that our sustained endeavor has touched 
Heaven. From the fact that even a master sculptor 
cannot create a living leaf we know there are limits to 
the capacity of man. At the same time, we see that 
man has the power to move Heaven. This power to 
move Heaven flows from chung. 

Chung means doing one’s duty with all one’s heart. 
It implies loyalty to Heaven as well as loyalty to 
oneself and one’s neighbors. Loyalty endears a man to 
Heaven. Loyalty which motivates a faithful mind to 
always make the utmost effort is the driving force 
behind the Campaign for a New Spirit. Our continued 
devotion to the ideals of the New Spirit is certain to 
move providence to help this Campaign for a New 
Spirit achieve its crowning glory. 


Inauguration of the Middle and High School 
Student Federation for a New Spirit 

in North Cholla Province 

November 10, 1978 
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Torch of the Campaign 
fora New Spirit 


November will soon be over, bringing the year closer 
to its end. I would like to think that this year has been a 
most rewarding year because you students who will 
shoulder Korea’s tomorrow have assured us of a happy 
future in this country by reaffirming the New Spirit 
and renewing commitment to action on the basis of the 
New Spirit. 

As numerous products come from industrial plants, 
so also many things are produced by our minds every 
day. Among these are kindness, service, perseverence, 
lies, pretexts, and arrogance all of which go to make up 
the atmosphere in which we live. 

Our meeting here today is an occasion for generating 
new resolution to fill society with the character of the 
N ew Spirit. The resolution so generated will illuminate 
society just as surely as sunshine banishes darkness. 
This gives us a new sense of pride, a new sense of 
mission. 

Our people have worked hard in recent years to bet- 
ter their lot. This has been demonstrated by the reac- 
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tion of our fellow countrymen in time of national crisis 
and also by the impressive economic growth which has 
been achieved through the spirit of industry, self-help 
and cooperation. 

The surge of public concern and compassion shown 
to the people of Iri when a train explosion destroyed 
that city last year, the countless helping hands ex- 
tended voluntarily to farming areas short of men to 
transplant rice seedlings, the cooperative spirit and 
resourcefulness with which the nation overcame sum- 
mer drought and the nationwide drives for better care 
for senior citizens and for the conseryation of nature — 
all these demonstrate the mettle of our people. They 
also demonstrate our determination not to fail in the 
face of any adversity or any outside threat. History 
records no example of failure on the part of a people like 
ours. Only in such an environment will the flame of the 
New Spirit stay alive, and this flame in turn will burn 
out various vices and irregularities among us. 

Truth does not lie on top of a mountain; it lies in 
living in good faith day after day. This shows us that 
continuous exercise of chung, hyo and ye in day-to-day 
living will provide fuel for the torch of the New Spirit. 

No amount of wealth will make up for the loss of 
health. Ill health is equivalent to pennilessness. The 
man who has acquired all worldly knowledge is still 
ignorant if he does not know the right way. Even 
though you have read and heard about the right way 
scores of times, you will not come to truth unless the 
way is stamped deep in your mind and practiced in 
good faith. The old saying goes: “A spoon may So ™ 
and out of the soup bowl for many years without 
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developing a taste for the soup.’’ Much learning is futile 
if the learned commit injustice. 

The New Spirit will strike deep root when we are 
committed to preserving our minds as much as our 
lives. When our minds are upright, we can stay free 
from injustice and vice. Others can clean our clothes or 
rooms for us, but no one else can clean our minds. 
Doing evil stains; abstaining from evil cleanses. The 
Campaign for a New Spirit will enable us to cultivate 
ourselves. The wholesome social milieu thus engen- 
dered will help our neighbors to acquire a New Spirit. 

No one in this world can be happy all by himself. 
Only if the majority of the members of a community en- 
joy happiness, can the individual be happy. Whenever 
we meet young people who are enthusiastic about 
learning, we feel reassured. In a country where senior 
citizens are comfortably off and proud of their 
remaining years, no member of the community will go 
hungry or be forsaken. Individual happiness is assured 
by the happiness of the total community. Likewise, the 
New Spirit of the individual will be sublimated when all 
his neighbors come to have the New Spirit. 

You are attending this rally for a New Spirit as 
representatives of the federation of middle, high school 
and university students throughout the nation. Your 
Status as representatives imposes greater respon- 
sibilities upon each of you. You must show an example 
of exceptional devotion to chung, hyo and ye in order to 
keep the torch of the Campaign for a New Spirit alight 
at every school. 

If a mirror is dirty, one cannot see one’s reflection. 
Nor can one make oneself neat and tidy by looking in 
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the mirror. You must never stop disciplining and 
refining yourselves with pride and a sense of mission 
that you are mirrors in your respective villages and 
schools. Your efforts will be instrumental in infusing 
the New Spirit into each of us and causing us to live up 
to it. Translation of the New Spirit into concrete action 
will mean the fruition of the Campaign for a New Spirit. 

It may be difficult to get up early in the morning. 
However , once the habit of early rising has been form- 
ed, sleeping late in the morning becomes painful. 
Today’s rally will prove rewarding if it serves to create 
a social climate in which we feel ill at ease when we do 
not adhere to the principles of chung, hyo and ye. 

We are now Striving to prepare a most priceless and 
treasured gift for posterity. A valuable gift is treasured 
the more for its high cost. It is incumbent upon our 
generation to hand on material wealth and spiritual 
values to sustain posterity in their quest for ongoing af- 
fluence and happiness. 

The contemporary world has achieved great in- 
dustrial development and yet it is beset by the blights 
of materialism, dehumanization and moral degrada- 
tion. Being unable to cope with these problems, 
humanity finds itself helplessly wandering and suf- 
fering. The world is fast dwindling because of advances 
in transportation and communications, and the dwin- 
dling world is more vulnerable to sweeping con- 
tamination. A hand without a wound may touch the 
poison, they say. For poison cannot harm a hand that 
has no wound. No vice can infiltrate into a society 
which rests on solid values and is equipped with the 
New Spirit. Men will contribute to the cause of 
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humanity by illumining the way in which man should 
live. We will fulfill our responsibilities by building a 
good nation to pass on to posterity. 

We have been taught that we should strive to acquire 
learning instead of just waiting for the wisdom ad- 
vancing age will bring. We must work hard to build our 
nation, making the most of our given time, instead of 
just waiting with folded arms for the blessings the 
future will bring to us. Nothing is impossible to a 
strong-willed mind. A brilliant future lies before us as 
we reaffirm our commitment to the New Spirit and 
practice it in good faith. 

Finally, let me stress my belief that Korea’s bright 
tomorrow depends upon the sincerity and enthusiasm 
which you students invest in this Campaign for a New 
Spirit today. 


Inauguration of the National Middle and High School 
Student Federation for a New Spirit 
November 26, 1978 
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